




The integration of leisure trails into the 
fabric of the city and the community 
will create numerous benefits, including 
encouraging residents to be active and 
healthier, advancing sustainability, and 
connecting residents to community 
amenities and resources like schools, the 
Village Center, and parks. 

Lifelong Learning

Environmental Stainability

Healthy Living

Arts and Culture

Community pillars
New Albany’s leisure trails are important 
to the community for multiple reasons, 
one of which is that it represents the four 
Community Pillars that embody the values 
that are important to the New Albany 
community. These pillars are: 
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Section 1:
Introduction

















TEAM RIDE PHOTOS

Planning team ride
Community Guidance

The planning team experiencing the Rocky 
Fork Metro Park.

The planning team ride was hosted on 
September 29th and began and finished 
at the Rocky Fork Metro Park. City staff, 
MKSK consultants, a Franklin County Metro 
Park ranger, and a City of New Albany 
police officer all took part in the ride. 
The route took the team 3.5 miles and 
provided varying experiences highlighting 
the different types of trail and transition 
environments.

Objectives:

	+Experience and discuss the leisure trail 
network, including different types of trails 
(off-road, on-road, trails through parks, 
etc).and the connectivity on streets and 
sidewalks through neighborhoods as well 
as to regional amenities like the Metro 
Park. 

	+Envision the future of the leisure trail 
network and how to improve it.

The planning team experiencing a road 
crossing.

The planning team experiencing riding on a 
neighborhood street.

PLANNING TEAM RIDE
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0-3 M

3-12 M

12-25 M

+25 M

WHO ARE YOU WITH WHEN USING THE TRAILS?

HOW OFTEN DO YOU USE THE TRAILS?

Alone

With Family

With Friends

With Dog 

5%

42%

26%

17%

10%

Every Day

Weekly

Monthly

Rarely

Never

33%

51%

11%

5%

Figures may not equal 100% as some participants 
responded that they do not use the leisure trails. 

All other responses (4%)

29%

39%

28%

56%

67%

50%

46%

1%

WHAT ACTIVITIES DO YOU TYPICALLY USE THE TRAILS FOR?

Exercise 

Pleasure 

Biking

Jogging

Dog Walks

Amenities

Village Center

Commute To Work

WALKBIKE

HOW FAR DO YOU USUALLY TRAVEL?

0-3 M

3-12 M

12-25 M

+25 M

21%

38%

6%

2%

48%

48%

HOW THE TRAILS AREA USED
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EXISTING FACILITIES
LEISURE TRAIL
SIDEWALK
BIKE LANES
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EXISTING TRAILS AND SIDEWALKS
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11/450%

70%

COMPLETE

75%

64%

77%

0%

83%

23%

18% 71/4

61/2
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51/2

41/2

41/4

4 
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34% 5

31/3

Greenway Corridors

Roadway Corridors

Rose Run

Blacklick Creek/Kitzmiller

Rocky Fork Greenway 

Beech Road

New Albany Road

Central College Road  

Reynoldsburg/New Albany Road

Morse Road

Johnstown Road

Walton/Smith’s Mill Road

Dublin Granville Road

Although leisure trails are envisioned 
throughout the entirety of the city, there are 
several significant trail routes that are part of 
the larger city vision to serve as the spines 
for the low stress pedestrian and bicycle 
network, and to connect to the larger 
planned Central Ohio regional system. 
These routes were originally identified in the 
2006 Leisure Trail Master Plan and divided 
into two major categories: road corridor 
trails paralleling roads, and greenway trails 
paralleling waterways and/or going through 
parks or other natural areas. 

The majority of the existing leisure trail 
routes, over 70%, are roadway trails. 
These have been developed primarily 
by private developers and as part of city 
street improvement projects over the last 
20 years. As a result, corridors adjacent to 
neighborhood subdivisions and business 
campus development are more significantly 
completed - like US 62/Johnstown Road 
through the Country Club and Walton 
Parkway/Smith’s Mill Road through the 
Business Campus. Less recently developed 
sections of the city are often the location of 
leisure trail gaps. 

The remaining routes are greenway trails 
that make up less than 20% of the identified 
routes. These largely need to be dedicated 
in segments as part of new development or 
public park or trail projects.

Total Built/Unbuilt Route Miles
Portion of Unbuilt
Percent of Route Complete%

M

Note: Figures reflect available data.
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Routes
Existing Conditions

STATUS OF MAJOR TRAIL ROUTES











REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
OHIO TO ERIE TRAIL
EXISTING/PROPOSED GREENWAYS
POTENTIAL REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
US BIKE ROUTE 50

TJ EVANS 
CORRIDOR

BIG WALNUT
CORRIDOR

ALUM CREEK
CORRIDOR

35

REGIONAL CONNECTIONS

U.S. ROUTE 50

U.S. ROUTE 50







OVERVIEW
Ten priority corridors have been identified 
(see map on following page) by the 
planning team and vetted by the Steering 
Committee and city staff. These corridors 
were identified as priorities based upon:  
1) recommendations of the 2006 Leisure 
Trail Master Plan, 2) frequently used trail 
corridors for pedestrians and cyclists, 
and 3) corridors that connect the city’s 
neighborhoods and destinations like the 
Village Center, the Learning Campus, 
the Business Campus, and city, township 
and Metro parks. While the city should 
continue expanding the leisure trail system 
throughout the community, these ten 
corridors should receive priority attention.

The Implementation section of this plan 
(beginning on page 69) identifies specific 
potential improvements for each corridor. 
These potential improvements should be 
considered as candidate projects for future 
iterations of the City’s Capital Improvements 
Program (CIP) as funding is identified and 
becomes available.

10 PRIORITY CORRIDORS

	+ Rose Run Greenway

	+ Rocky Fork Greenway

	+ Blacklick Creek/Kitzmiller Hybrid

	+ Beech Road Route

	+ Central College Road Route

	+ Reynoldsburg-New Albany Road Route

	+ Morse Road Route

	+ Johnstown Road Route

	+ Walton Parkway/Smith’s Mill Road Route

	+ Dublin-Granville Road Route
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Recommendations
Priority corridors
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Recommendations
System Expansion

> Continue to expand the leisure trail 
system.

New Albany should continue to build leisure 
trails and grow its already established system 
of trails to serve its residents, students, and 
workers. This includes expanding along 
corridors, adding loops, creating greenways, 
and connecting to local amenities and 
regional trails. The Implementation section 
(p. 69) provides criteria considerations to 
assist with the prioritization process.

> Limit the use of fee-in-lieu for leisure 
trails.

The fee-in-lieu option for leisure trail 
development requirements should only be 
permitted in extenuating circumstances. The 
guidelines below should be followed with 
regard to leisure trail fee-in-lieu:

	+Fee-in-lieus shall not be used in safety 
zones (see map page 52) or on priority 
corridors (see map page 63).

	+ If accepted, adequate right-of-way or 
easements must be dedicated to allow 
for future leisure trail construction and 
connection. 

	+The amount of fee-in-lieu should match 
the actual cost of construction of the 
leisure trail. (Developer must provide 
construction cost estimate from engineer 
before development is approved.) 













ONE-SIDED ROAD ROUTES

Morse Road

Walton Pkwy

Worthington Road
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Recommendations
Design standards - special conditions

ONE-SIDED ROAD ROUTES

> All arterial, semi-rural, and rural 
streets (see typologies) should have 
leisure trails on both sides of the 
corridor.

All non-neighborhood, non-Village Center 
road routes recommend that leisure 
trails be constructed on both sides of the 
roadway (per trail section typologies, page 
45). While this should be policy for all new 
construction areas moving forward, some 
existing corridors may not need trails on 
both sides. The guideline is that for road 
sections directly adjacent to limited access 
and/or grade separated arterials (ex. SR 161), 
that side of the road may be considered for 
exemption. As no development is possible 
in these locations, it should not be an issue 
with development applications. 

In the case of Morse Road, only the north 
side of the road corridor is within the City of 
New Albany. Nothing prevents jurisdictions 
on the opposite side from guiding the 
development of trails on their side of the 
corridor.   

The map to the right illustrates corridors 
where trails may be appropriate on only one 
side of the road facility. 







CREEKSIDE UNDERPASS CREEK BRIDGE DITCH AND CHANNEL BRIDGE
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•	 Comfortable clearance height 
•	 Open and well lighted
•	 ADA compliant 

•	 Wide enough to allow bike riders to 
pass abreast

•	 Scenic qualities of waterway
•	 ADA compliant 

•	 Wide enough to allow bike riders to 
pass abreast 

•	 ADA compliant 

Benchmark: US 62/Rocky Fork Bridge Benchmark: Indian Run Trail, Dublin Benchmark: Leisure Trail in Oxford

Design Considerations Design Considerations Design Considerations

Recommendations
Design standards - crossing typologies

When to Use

•	 This standard should be used where 
appropriate topography exists.

•	 Use with high AADT roadways or 
highly used leisure trail routes.

When to Use

•	 Use when necessary to cross creek 
along greenway corridor.

•	 Use where physical limits don’t 
provide space roadside across a 
creek.

When to Use

•	 This standard should be used when 
a leisure trail crosses a ditch or small 
watercourse.
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Thompson Park

Village Center

Bevelhymer Park

Community Park

Learning Campus

County Club

SAFETY ZONES

Rocky Fork Metro Park
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Recommendations
Safety

> Establish Safety Zones around major 
community centers of activity where 
increased safety measures should be 
provided. 

Locations for Safety Zones should include: 

	+Village Center

	+Learning Campus

	+Wexner Community Park, Thompson Park, 
Bevelhymer Park, and Rocky Fork Metro 
Park

	+The Country Club

Safety measures to consider within the 
Safety Zones may include: 

	+ Increased signage to alert drivers to 
leisure trail crossings.

	+Raised or differentiated materials at 
crossings.

	+Signage indicating rules of conduct for 
the system.

	+Pedestrian-triggered stop lights.

	+Street lighting when appropriate; for 
example at crossings.
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Recommendations
Maintenance

> Consider crafting city guidelines for 
leisure trail maintenance.

The community uses the leisure trails all 
year, through the varying seasons and 
weather conditions. Residents expressed 
interest in ensuring the trails are regularly, 
consistently well-maintained. Maintenance 
guidelines should consider the following 
key components:

	+Establishing routine types of maintenance

	+Frequency of routine maintenance

	+Methods for funding route maintenance

	+Methods to prioritize maintenance needs

	+Procedures to address erosion and 
vegetative growth adjacent to trails

	+Procedures for addressing calls or e-mails 
for maintenance from community 
members

	+Seasonal issues, including flooding, snow 
removal, and leaf clearing policy (future 
snow removal policy should consider 
targeting areas around schools and the 
Village Center)

	+The use of technology to identify and 
assess maintenance needs

	+Preventative care strategies, including 
encouraging proper spacing of trees and 
tree species to ensure that tree roots do 
not damage the trail over time. 
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Recommendations
Amenities

> Install amenities along leisure trails.

To support and encourage community use 
of existing and new leisure trails and to 
improve user experiences, amenities should 
be installed along the leisure trail system. 
Trail-side amenities to consider include:

	+Water fountains (@ trail heads)

	+Dog waste bins (every 1/2 mile along 
Loops)

	+Benches (@ trail heads and mile markers 
of regional systems)

	+Shelters (@ trail heads and mile markers of 
regional systems)

	+Tire pump station (@ trail heads)

	+Shade trees and seating (throughout 
system)

	+Bike lockers (@ Village Center)

	+Bike racks (@ trail heads)

	+Circuit training stations (@ trail heads)

EXAMPLES OF POTENTIAL AMENITIES TO BE INSTALLED ALONG TRAILS



Thompson Park

Park&Ride

Park&Ride

Village Center

Beauty Campus

Bevelhymer Park

Community Park

 Country Club
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> Establish leisure trail trailheads at 
strategic locations.

The most capital intensive amenities 
should be targeted at trail heads. Trail 
heads should be located in destinations 
frequented by bike and pedestrian users 
and places where these amenities could 
encourage, promote, and make it easier 
for community members to bike and walk 
throughout the city. Locations to consider 
for trail heads include: the Village Center, 
the Learning Campus, Wexner Community 
Park, Thompson Park, Bevelhymer Park, 
the Personal Care and Beauty Innovation 
Campus, the New Albany County Club, and 
the Beech Road and Forest Drive Park-and-
Rides. These potential trailhead locations 
are shown on the map at left.

In addition, the city should work with 
regional partners to provide similar 
amenities and trail connectivity at 
destinations outside the city limits. This is 
similar to what has been done at Rocky Fork 
Metro Park.

Recommendations
Amenities

POTENTIAL TRAIL HEADS

Learning Campus
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ROUTES WHICH WILL REQUIRE REGIONAL COORDINATION

Rocky Fork Greenway

Hoover Receiver 

Blacklick Creek Greenway

Central College

161

62

SMITH’S MILL RD..

B
EE

C
H

 R
D

..

CENTRAL COLLEGE RD..

R
EY

N
O

LD
S

B
U

R
G

 -
 N

EW
 A

LB
A

N
Y 

R
D

..

JOHNSTOWN RD..

N
EW

 A
LB

A
N

Y 
C

O
N

D
IT

 R
D

..
Dublin-Granville to Hamilton Quarter
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Connections to 
TJ Evans Trail

Recommendations
Regional Coordination

> Coordinate regionally with 
neighboring communities, regional 
government entities, and other 
organizations to connect the leisure 
trail system to the Central Ohio and 
statewide trail systems.

Potential regional partners include:

	+Adjacent municipalities

	+Metro Parks

	+Licking County Park District

	+TJ Evans Foundation

	+Preservation Parks of Delaware County

	+Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
(MORPC)

	+Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT)

	+Multiple biking and walking advocacy 
organizations

The follow regional connections should be 
prioritized: 

	+Rocky Fork Greenway Trail

	+Alum Creek Greenway Trail and the 
Hoover Reservoir

	+Blacklick Greenway Trail

	+Johnstown and TJ Evans & Panhandle 
Trails

	+US 50 Bike Route

















Alternative Trail Search Corridor

One-side Trail Section
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MORSE ROAD CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

5 7

10
12

13
11

9

Kitzmiller Crossing

8

Reynoldsburg-New Albany Crossing

6

1 3

FIX CURB CUT, MARK 
CROSSING

4

MINIMIZE CROSSINGS/
MARK CROSSING

2

Existing Leisure Trail

Unbuilt Trail, Trails Likely with Develop

Unbuilt, Existing Development, Limited ROW

Unbuilt, Existing Development, Adequate ROW

Neighborhood/Destination Connection Needed
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MULTI-USE TRAIL
UNDER US-62

Trail System Through Village Center
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JOHNSTOWN ROAD/ROUTE 62 CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
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ROCKY FORK GREENWAY CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS

Existing Leisure Trail

Unbuilt Trail, Trails Likely with Develop

Unbuilt, Existing Development, Limited ROW

Unbuilt, Existing Development, Adequate ROW

Neighborhood/Destination Connection Needed
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POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS
Map 
ID Improvement Description Segment

Length
Likely w/ 

Devel.
Side of 
Road

1 Connection across Rose Run to Dublin-Granville Rd.. n/a No TBD

2 Improve crossing at Market St. n/a No TBD

3 New leisure trail from parking lot to Johnstown Rd.. +/-500’ No TBD

4 Johnstown Rd.. crossing south of Rose Run. n/a No TBD

5 New leisure trail from Johnstown Rd.. to High St. +/-6,00’ No TBD

6 Crossing at High St. n/a No TBD

7 New leisure trail from High St. to Dublin-Granville Rd.. +/-2,000’ Yes TBD

8 Crossing at Dublin-Granviile Rd.. n/a No TBD

9 New leisure trail from Dublin-Granville Rd.. to Johnstown Rd.. +/-2,400’ Yes TBD

10 Improve crossing at Johnstown Rd.. and Theisen Rd.. n/a No TBD

1 MILE 
 OF NEW 

 LEISURE TRAIL
5

INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENTS
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Rose run greenway

OVERVIEW
Since the City’s original strategic plan, the 
Rose Run Corridor has been identified as a 
critical natural feature and east-west spine 
for the city and the Village Center. The 
goal is for it to serve as an environmental 
laboratory, outdoor living room, and 
community connection rather than a divide.  
Over the years, steady progress has been 
made on that vision. In the early 2000’s, 
the original trail system and bridges were 
constructed and served the community well 
for many years. The central area between 
the Learning Campus and Market Square is 
now entering a new phase with upgrades 
to the trails, a new signature bridge and 
gathering areas between the campus and 
library, and an emphasis on outdoor spaces. 

Dubbed “Rose Run I,” this phase is 
now under construction and will be 
transformative for the Village Center. 
Just to the east, Bill Resch Park has been 
developed into an outdoor classroom and 
is used by the New Albany School District 
for environmental classes. North of Dublin-
Granville Road, the headwaters of Rose 
Run have been restored and a pedestrian 
easement has been established that allows 
for future trail extension through this area.  
A master plan for the Village Hall Block 
was completed in 2018 and is identified as 
the next focus of the City to continue the 
development of the Rose Run corridor.

Recommendations



















Alternative Trail Search Corridor
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CENTRAL COLLEGE RD. CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS
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