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TAT T. TO ORnF.Rr

Mayor Spalding called to order the New Albany City Council Meeting of June, 2020 at 6:32 pm at the
New Albany Village Hall, 99 West Main Street, New Albany, Ohio. Staff attending were City Manager
Joseph Stefanov, Police Chief Greg Jones, Finance Director Bethany Staats, Deputy Development
Director Mike Barker, and Clerk of Council Jennifer Mason. (Clerk's note: Stc^ were rotated out to a
separate conference room so that no more than 10 persons were in council chambers at any one time.) Staff tele-
present were Administrative Services Director Adrienne Joly, Law Director Mitch Banchefsky,
Engineers Ed Ferris and Jay Herskowitz, Community Development Director Jennifer Chrysler, Public
Service Director Mark Nemec, and Chief Communications and Marketing Officer Scott McAfee.

Mayor Spalding led the assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROT.T.rAT.T.r

The following Mayor/Coxmcil Members answered Roll Call:

Mayor Sloan Spalding P
CM Colleen Briscoe P

CM Marlene Brisk P

CM Michael Dunk P

CM Chip Fellows P
CM Kasey Kist P
CM Matt ShuU P

ACTION ON MINUTES:

Mayor Spalding asked if council had reviewed the proposed June 2, 2020 regular meeting minutes and
asked if there were any additions or corrections. Hearing no changes. Council Member Shull moved
to adopt the June 2,2020 regular meeting minutes. Council Member Brisk seconded and council voted
with seven yes votes to approve the June 2, 2020 regular meeting minutes.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA;

Mayor Spalding moved to amend the agenda to move the Engage New Albany Mobility Plan
presentation forward to coincide with Chris Hermann's, Principal at MKSK, arrival. Council Member
Briscoe seconded and council voted with seven yes votes to amend the agenda.

HEARING OF VISITORS:

Irene Adams, 12 Pickett Place, addressed council regarding her experience in a mixed-race family with
children in New Albany. She presented suggestions as to how New Albany could better support
families like hers. Please see the attachment for her remarks.

Mayor Spalding thanked Mrs. Adams for sharing her experiences and for her family's contributions
to the community. Mayor Spalding noted that New Albany tried to be a welcoming committee over
the years and was always striving to make improvements. Council was committed to addressing the
issues of racism and equality. As Mrs. Adams pointed out, it would take time to implement changes
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and would need to be started right away. Mrs. Adams could count on council reaching out to her to
help move this forward. The city was already having conversations about ways to achieve change,
including through education and increasing diversity amongst staff. Council members thanked Mrs.
Adams for her input and proposals on making everyone feel equally welcome in the community.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Clerk*s note: this item was movedforward by council vote. See Additions or Corrections to the Agenda.
Engage New Albany Mobility Plan
Chris Hermann, Principal at MKSK, gave a presentation to coundl as illustrated in the attached
PowerPoint slides. Clerk's note: Council questions and discussions are setforth below.

Deputy Development Director Mike Barker pointed out to coxmcil that 40% of traffic was cutting
through New Albany - neither starting nor stopping in the city. This was something to weigh when
the city considered development. Mr. Hermann added central Ohio's growth meant traffic would grow
regardless of how fast New Albany grew.

Council discussed projections for State Route 161 traffic for 2050. Mr. Hermann talked about ways
to divert vehicles away from the State Route 605/State Route 62 intersection. Council Member
Fellows asked and Mr. Hermann answered that the projections did not include widening of State
Route 161.

Council Member Fellows asked if there had been a deeper dive into the pedestrian issues around the
State Route 161/State Route 62 interchange. Deputy Director Barker confirmed that they had and
were working through hurdles with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT). The city and
ODOT had different visions for the area. Council Member Fellows wanted to make sure that the city
was providing as much pedestrian safety as possible given the 2050 traffic projections.

Council Member Fellows asked and Deputy Director Barker replied that a traffic signal at the
intersection of Third Street and State Route 62 would more easily direct traffic in that area. A traffic
signal could give favor to north- and southboimd movement Mr. Hermann described a possible split
street/boulevard design for Third Street to support more vehicles. Deputy Director Barker stated that
the traffic study would determine flow and design details could be addressed later on. It was not likely
a roundabout would function well in the area due to the proximity to a nearby intersection.

Council Member Durik asked and Deputy Director Barker responded that the proposed Third
Street/Market Street connection would move aroimd 15% of the traffic volume away from the State
Route 605/State Route 62 intersection. New Albany was growing primarily to the east. The proposed
network of roads in the proposed plan did a good job of not letting that traffic adversely affect the
Village Center. Even with the proposals, there stdU would be a lot of cars going through that
intersection. Council Member Durik wanted to make sure the city was really alleviating traffic for the
money spent and the city would not have to look for another solution later. Deputy Director Barker
stated there weren't many altematives. Staff was primarily trying to take traffic volume away from that
intersection. Staff would evaluate aU options. City Manager Stefanov added other ways to control



NEW — Council Minutes - Regular Meeting
ALBANY" . _

COMMUNITY CONNECTS US ^ '

traffic included to traffic signal timing and single direction travel. This proposal was important because
it added to the number of roads on which to distribute traffic. Deputy Director Barker noted that the
city was conducting a parking smdy for which there was a traffic component.

Council Member Shull commented that he wanted to try to preserve the character of New Albany as
it embarked on this project. He supported incorporating the Velo Loop and walking trails. He was
not sure about bringing buildings close to the road for mass transit purposes.

Mr. Hermann told council that MKSK studied extending Babbitt Road to Smith's Mill Road as a
longer term plan. This helped some of the traffic on the north side of State Route 161 during peak-
hour office traffic. Council Member Durik asked and Deputy Director Barker responded that Babbitt
Road was projected to see a significant increase in traffic volume, particularly from the south. The
traffic model suggested the volume on Babbitt Road could be comparable to the volume on Beech
Road. This demonstrated that a lot of people were travelling through the city looking for side-street
cut-throughs. Deputy Director Barker described more ways to distribute east-west traffic above State
Route 161. Coimcil and staff discussed additional possible road connections to move traffic. Council
further discussed the buildup of the City of Columbus around New Albany.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

PLANNING COMMISSION: Mayor Spalding

PARKS AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD: No meeting

ACHITECHTURAL REVIEW BOARD: No meeting.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: No meeting.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION: No meeting.

PUBLIC RECORDS COMMISSION: No meeting.

CEMETERY RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD: No meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATION:

NONE.

SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF ORDINANCES;

ORDINANCE 0-11-2020

Mayor Spalding read by tide AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT A TAX BUDGET FOR THE
CITY OF NEW ALBANY, OHIO FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31,2021.

City Manager Joseph Stefanov told council this legislation was required annually by the county. Finance
Director Bethany Staats stated it was required by the Ohio Revised Code (ORC) in order to help set the
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city's millage for property tax that the dty received from Franklin County. The tax budget showed the need
for the excess millage for 2021, The tax budget was a conservative estimate. The dty would be doing a more
in-depth version of the 2021 budget in the fall Director Staats stated die tax budget showed a decrease from
2019 actual revenue to 2021 - primarily in the income tax projections related to COVID-19. Staff continued
to analyze the COVID-19 impact The tax budget showed a 3 ViVo increase in expenses resulting in a defidt
in the General Fund, which showed the need for the millage. TlFs were not required in the tax budget and
were not included this year. Once the county approved the tax budget, there would be a resolution accepting
the amounts and rates which Director Staats would bring to coundL

Council Member Briscoe asked and Director Staats replied that the ORC gave counties the option to require
or not require a tax budget Licking County did not require it.

Mayor Spalding set the ordinance for second reading at the July 7,2020 council meeting.

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES

NONE.

READING AND PUBLIC HEAJRING OF RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION R-23-2020

Mayor Spalding read by title A RESOLUTION REQUESTING "CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF,
AND ECONOMIC SECURITY ACT", ALSO KNOWN AS "CARES ACT", FUNDING TO BE
DISTRIBUTED BY FRANKLIN COUNTY AND DECLARING SUCH FUNDS SHALL BE

USED ONLY FOR ALLOWABLE PURPOSES.

Finance Director Bethany Staats explained that the federal government passed the CARES Act which
allowed for a distribution to entities willi a population of 500,000 or more. This left out smaller local
governments. The state Senate and House of Representatives had passed legislation to allow the Stete of
Ohio to distribute fiands, via the counties, to the local governments. The amount was based off of the Local
Government distribution, equaling around $52,000. On April 7*, council passed legislation approving a
$100,000 appropriation for COVID-related expenditures. Director Staats anticipated creating the new
COVTD fund and transferring monies mid-year. City staff completed the required grant application on the
Office of Budget and Management website. This resolution was also required. The funding must be utilized
on COVID-related expenditures incurred between March 1-December 30, 2020 which were not already
budgeted for in the city's origbal 2020 budget

Council Member Fellows asked and City Manager Stefanov responded that COVID expense examples
included sanitizing the building and the purchase of sanitizing equipment To date, the dty had spent about
$40,000 and he expected to reach the $52,000 mark by the state's deadline. Director Staats reported that a
project and Purchase Order had been set up in the General Fund to track COVED expenditures.

Council Member Fellows asked and City Manager Stefanov answered that staff hours had not been reduced
as a result of the pandemic. Some had worked from home, but the dty had tried to maintain close to a 40
hour work week for all staff. The Public Service staff was broken into three subgroups to prevent potential






























































































