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1INTRODUCTION 

PROJECT PURPOSE 

A reimagining of the current New Albany Veterans Memorial has long been considered a desirable opportunity for 

an improved public amenity. Past efforts to upgrade the Memorial have outlined potential locations and concepts, 

but were not pushed through to implementation. This project serves as the link between past Veterans Memorial 

studies to present and future Village Center conditions — befittingly honoring those who have served while 

adding richness to the existing greenspace network. This final document will illustrate a new Veterans Memorial 

concept and a chronical of the process leading to the final design.
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WHERE WE'VE BEEN
The memorial should be a respectful tribute to honor our 
veterans by providing an enduring, special commemoration 
of their service that allows for reflection/contemplation in a 
quiet, natural setting.   
 
Visitors should be able to sit, relax and reflect while at the 
memorial site.  A natural setting is ideal where water and 
natural materials and components can be utilized to help 
emphasize and cultivate this experience. 

“
E XISTING VETERANS MEMORIAL 

QUOTE FROM THE VETERANS MEMORIAL VISIONING MEETING REPORT 

April 6, 2009

THE VETERANS MEMORIAL VISIONING MEETING REPORT 

April 6, 2009

P o s s i b l e  M e m o r i a l  L o c a t i o n s  
S i t e  A — F o u n d e r s  p a r k  

P a g e  5  A p r i l  6 ,  2 0 0 9  

SITE A — Founders Park was identified in the Village Center Strategic Plan as a potential location for a 
centralized community park.  The Old Burying Ground is already located in the area on the south side of 
Rose Run Creek.  Village Hall and Police Station flank either side of the area, providing street frontage to 
the park on Village Hall Road and potentially on the north side of the stream along Granville Street.   

This site may work well to incorporate a veterans memorial into it because the street frontage, parking, ac-
cessibility, natural setting (stream and trees) and potential to be the center of community activities are likely 

in this location.  Furthermore, the size of this site allows for many options for locating a memorial in con-
junction with other events and venues like an amphitheater or reflection pool. 

The site is accessible and visible from Village Hall Road and with the proximity to the adjacent public vil-

lage buildings, provides an ideal location to become the center of veterans events and activities in the com-
munity.  With the potential future acquisition of the properties fronting Granville/Main Streets and Gran-
ville/High Streets, the site could be further expanded to encompass a larger area with greater visibility.  

 

Site A—Founders’ Park 

P a g e  6  

P o s s i b l e  M e m o r i a l  L o c a t i o n s  
S i t e  B — P h e l p s - M c C o y  g r e e n  

V e t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l  V i s i o n  

SITE B — The Phelps House/McCoy Center for the 
Arts site is located between these two buildings at the 
intersection of Granville and Main Streets.  The site was 
identified in the Village Center Strategic Plan as a possi-
ble location for a sculpture garden incorporating a for-

mal space to feature works of art.  This space is a natu-
ral extension of the performing arts center while relat-
ing well to the renovated Phelps house.   

As such, this site is an opportunity for an outdoor ex-
tension of the McCoy Center for the Arts and a poten-
tial for restoring a natural drainage way and a cultural 
site for public art or civic uses.  A veterans memorial 
may be a complimentary civic use in this context.   

The site, while visible from Granville and Main streets, 
is not very accessible.  It is essentially divided by the 
buried stream and the steep topography between 

Phelps and McCoy which poses issues to create a site 
large enough to incorporate the physical features/
environment identified by the committee.  It is likely 
that development of this area between the buildings 
may not be able to be developed into something beyond 
than a generous lawn and formal garden or patio due 

to the site constraints. 

Parking is available, at Village Hall and the adjacent 
schools, but all lots are physically removed from the 
site. 

A Rendering of The McCoy  

Site B—Phelps House/McCoy Center for the Arts  

P a g e  7  

P o s s i b l e  M e m o r i a l  L o c a t i o n s  
S i t e  C — H i g h  &  M a i n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

A p r i l  6 ,  2 0 0 9  

SITE C — High & Main Streets Intersection site is at or near 
the intersection of Main Street and High Street where the 
former Shell station and former village building (19 East 
Main Street) stood. This site has been identified as a potential 

site for a park or commercial buildings.  Clearly, the busy in-
tersection has several challenges for development of any kind, 
but in particular, for a memorial, it would be likely less pri-
vate and no on-site parking.   

The site is flat with unknown plans for development on and 
around it, providing a potentially smaller, less contemplative 
space and no natural setting/space. A benefit to this site is that 
it is across the street from an area of historical significance 
where New Albany’s original military training grounds were 
located.  

The committee recognized that this site is situated at the in-
tersection of two state highways, where the amount of traffic 
may not be conducive to the type of memorial that they envi-

sion. 

The site may not be ideally situated as it is within an area of a 
lot of redevelopment activity including streetscape improve-
ments, infrastructure construction and building renovations 

and new building construction.  This situation may pose a 
condition that would contribute negatively on creating a re-
flective/contemplative, peaceful memorial environment. 

From the planning perspective, the economic development 

opportunity to redevelop the site with buildings at this corner 
is a preferred strategy, when considering the location and 
village center guiding planning principles.  However, a veter-
ans memorial could be incorporated into an overall redevel-
opment strategy on this site. 

 

Site C- High & Main  

2MAKING NEW ALBANY'S MEMORIAL

OUR PROCESS

In order to create a unique Veterans Memorial for New Albany, the design team's process included:  

 � Benchmarks & Best Practices.  
The design team gathered benchmarks and reported best practices for the different types of applicable Veterans Memorials around the country and how 
those practices could be potentially applied to New Albany’s Memorial. 

 � Focus Group. 
A group of New Albany residents, veterans, and, veterans' advocates were brought together to brainstorm intentions, ideas, and interests of the potential 
future memorial to assist with site location and program selection.  

 � Location & Program Assessment. 
Applying information from previous tasks, the group evaluated potential New Albany locations and specific programs applicable to those specific sites. This 
exercise also determined who and where the honorees will be recognized.  

 � Draft Concept Plans. 
The design team developed three different draft site concepts for the New Albany Veterans Memorial. 

 � Refinement of Singular Concept. 
The working group and design team focused on one hybrid approach to develop the final concept.
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FOCUS GROUP INPUT

 �Acknowledge local and national veterans

 �Acknowledge first responders

 �Educate young people about service 

 �Honor the families that support veterans  

 �Provide space for contemplation 

 �Honor the physical and emotional toll carried by the 
individual veteran

 �Reference the journey from  
Civilian, to Soldier, to veteran

 �Connect to the greater history of  
New Albany 

HONORING THE VETERANS SACRIFICE  
We will elevate and honor veterans' and their families' sacrifices by telling the story of a serviceman's civilian life, their 

transformation into an active service member, the hardship of service, and, ultimately, the lasting impact of their service 

for their country, their families, and for themselves.  

PROJECT CONCEPT STATEMENT 
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3 EXPLORING MEMORIAL TYPOLOGIESLOCATION + PROGRAM ASSESSMENT 

Memorial Park

Experience | Procession Interactive Object

Where and what will this Memorial become?

A large part of this process was evaluating different ways memorials 
can be represented and how a memorial's location impacts its 
programming and use — essentially, tying site to program and 
program to site. This association not only creates strong and 
meaningful connections within the design, but it also helps to 
specifically inform how and where a memorial could or should be 
implemented within New Albany when existing and future contextual 
conditions are take into account.

21 3Interactive Object Memorial ParkExperience | Procession

Contemplative Place   

Prescribed Path 
 
Emotional Connection 

Commemorative Names/Text  

Sense Of Honor and Formality 

Immersive 
 
Personal + Singular 

Object Within A Place 

Interactive Elements for Greater Activation  

Immediately Recognized 

Part Of Every Day Life 

Sculptural 

Celebratory 

Sensory 

Community Amenity 

Reverent But Active 

Passive Program 

Commemorative Name 
 
Associated With Daily Life and Family Activity 

Could Include Pavilion or Structure With Names 
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INTERACTIVE OBJECT EXPERIENCE | PROCESSION

part of everyday life contemplative place prescribed pathsensoryobject within a place

immediately recognizedsculptural emotional connection immersive
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MEMORIAL PARK PROGRAM COMPARISONS

MEMORIAL PARK 

EXPERIENCE | PROCESSION

INTERACTIVE OBJECT 

COMMUNAL |  
CELEBRATORY

FAMILY +  
LEISURE PARK | PAVILION

CONTEMPLATIVE
INDIVIDUALS +  
SMALL GROUPS SENSORY IMMERSION

ACTIVE | INTEGRATED
MOOD

MOOD

MOOD

LOCAL PEDESTRIANS
TARGET USER

TARGET USER

TARGET USER

SCULPTURAL | OBJECT
PROGRAM TYPE 

PROGRAM TYPE 

PROGRAM TYPE 

community amenity daily life and family activity

passive program pavilion or structure
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AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
NEW ALBANY STORY  

LIFELONG LEARNING 
ARTS & CULTURE
HEALTH & WELLNESS 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

HINSON 
AMPHITHEATER

EALY HOUSE 

MCCOY CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS

VILLAGE  
CENTER

MARKET STREET

FODOR ROAD

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

HIGH STREET

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

HISTORIC 
VILLAGE  
CENTER

WILLIAM RESCH 
PARK

HEIT CENTER

LEARNING 
CAMPUS

NEW ALBANY 
LIBRARY 

ROSE RUN 
PARK

Multiple sites were evaluated throughout both 
the Village Center and the Historic Village Center 
— some previously studied in past reports as 
well as newly identified locations — all of which 
coordinate with different types of memorial 
programming and showcased how the memorial 
could be implemented within New Albany in 
different applications. 

POTENTIAL SITE LOCATIONS

STUDIED SITES: 
TYP
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SITE SELECTION(S)

AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
NEW ALBANY STORY  

LIFELONG LEARNING 
ARTS & CULTURE
HEALTH & WELLNESS 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

HINSON 
AMPHITHEATER

EALY HOUSE 

MCCOY CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS

FIRST  
RESPONDERS

VILLAGE  
CENTER

MARKET STREET

FODOR ROAD

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

HIGH STREET

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

HISTORIC 
VILLAGE  
CENTER

VETERANS + 
FOUNDERS

WILLIAM RESCH 
PARK

HEIT CENTER

NEW ALBANY 
LIBRARY 

Weighing site scale, location visibility, urban 
connectivity, and greenspace integration, the 
Working Group landed on two locations to 
support both the Veterans Memorial and the First 
Responders Pavilion — and, most importantly, 
their desired programs. 

Veterans Memorial will be located within the 
currently planned Phase II of Rose Run Park and 
will incorporate the recently restored Founders 
Field. Located adjacent to City Hall and at the 
gateway of the new Rose Run II development, 
the site immediately feels part of the civic core 
and woven into the green necklace along Dublin 
Granville Road. Additonally, this location has 
access to ample parking and is well connected to 
existing pedestrian circulation.

First Responders Pavilion will occupy the 
northwest corner of Main Street and Dublin 
Granville Road (known locally known as the 
Phelps House Corner). The existing site faces 
challenges for traditional retail or office 
development; however, a park can be sustained 
and will add another stop along the green 
necklace. The new pavilion will give structure 
to the corner, completing this prominent New 
Albany intersection.

ROSE RUN 
PARK

LEARNING 
CAMPUS
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ROSE RUN II + FOUNDERS FIELD EXISTING CONDITIONS ROSE RUN II + FOUNDERS FIELD EXISTING CONDITIONS 

LOOKING NORTHWEST TOWARD FUTURE RETAIL DEVELOPMENT AREA  

FOUNDERS FIELD RESTORATIONS: LOOKING NORTH 

FOUNDERS FIELD: LOOKING NORTHEAST 

FOUNDERS FIELD: LOOKING SOUTHEAST

FOUNDERS FIELD: LOOKING NORTH 
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LEGEND

1. FOUNDERS CEMETERY

2. MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT

3. COMMUNITY GARDENS

4. VILLAGE HALL DROP-OFF

5. THE GLEN

6. LOCUST SQUARE

7. STORMWATER 

PRESERVE

8. PHELPS HOUSE  CORNER

9. ROSE RUN I TRAIL 

CONNECTION & MAIN 

STREET IMPROVEMENT 

AND INFILL

8

4

9

1

2

3

7

5

6

Main Stre
et

Rose Run

H
ig

h 
 S

tr
ee

t

Dublin-Granville Road

Village Hall Road

The vision for Rose Run Phase 
II consists of the following 
significant components, which are 
further described in the following 
pages. 

2018 EXTENDED GREENWAY PLAN
ROSE RUN II REFRESHER

Continue Path System North

IMPROVE STREAM

Continue ROSE RUN 

Clear invasive species, 

Village Hall Road

Main Street

Dublin-Granville Road

High Street

2018 EXTENDED GREENWAY PLAN
ROSE RUN II REFRESHER
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4THE CONCEPT 

THE SERVICEMAN'S JOURNEY  
A series of spaces that focus on the serviceman's journey from home to battle and back.    

 

The Celebration Plaza acts as a prominent public space illustrating the serviceman's initial call to serve, tour of 

duty, and, ultimately, the return home. The space includes honorific text for each branch of service, the names of 

servicemen, and a special water feature.  

 

The Hero's Walk sits adjacent to the Celebration Plaza and takes the visitor on an individual, contemplative 

walk through the nearby wood.  Slender, elegant luminaries placed within the trees and around the path provide 

additional educational information and ephemeral interest when lit at night.  

NARRATIVE

H E R O ' S  W A L K 

C E L E B R A T I O N 
P L A Z A  
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NARRATIVE ELEMENTS 
LI
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T 
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INIITIAL CONCEPT OPTIONS 

Sight lines from a new public plaza along Dublin 
Granville Road draw visitors across the Rose Run 
corridor and up to Celebration Plaza which includes 
a prominent sculptural wall for individual veteran 
recognition and a refined water feature for personal 
reflection. These features gently wrap Founders 
Field symbolizing the protection of the community 
allowing New Albany, and the nation, to flourish.  

A series of walls and sculptural light features radiate 
from Founders Field. These elements create a 
meditative experience as the visitor walks through 
the various pathways to learn about the sacrifice and 
service etched directly on the sculptural luminaries.  
These luminaires add an element of ephemeral beauty 
as they weave between trees in the existing woodland, 
evoking the sense of soldiers standing sentry on the 
battlefield. 

This dominant, yet delicate, path creates a unique 
journey where moments of memorial can occur. It 
acts as a physical narrative telling the story of the 
service man or woman of deployment, service, then 
eventual return home to celebrate after their tour 
of duty is complete.  This processional experience 
takes visitors through the woodland, out to a 
stream overlook, and on into a sun soaked clearing 
where a pavilion provides space for gathering and 
commemorative events. 
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FINAL VETERANS MEMORIAL CONCEPT

29

FOUNDERS FIELD WALL VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

ENTRY BRIDGE

LOCUST ALLEY PLAZA

PLAZA

FOUNDERS FIELD

RIPARIAN+ 
WOODLAND FRAME 

WOODLAND FRAME 

CITY HALL PARKING

WET MEADOW 

SUNNY 
CLEARING

HERO’S WALK MAIN STREET 

HIGH STREET 

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

HYBRID CONCEPT 

Elements to incorporate: 

 � Form 

 � Overall spacial concept 

 � Incorporation of water 

 � Feels prominent and important

After reviewing initial concepts, neither the Working Group nor the Focus Group showed preference towards one 
concept. Instead, different elements from each were selected to incorporate into a hybrid concept for the final iteration.

Elements to incorporate: 

 � Narrative and representation of the sculptural 
luminaries 

Elements to incorporate: 

 � Processional walk as a physical narrative 

 � Celebratory pavilion 
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FINAL VETERANS MEMORIAL CONCEPT: VIEW LOCATIONS

FOUNDERS FIELD WALL VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

ENTRY BRIDGE

LOCUST ALLEY PLAZA

PLAZA

FOUNDERS FIELD 

RIPARIAN+ 
WOODLAND FRAME 

WOODLAND FRAME 

CITY HALL PARKING

WET MEADOW 

SUNNY 
CLEARING

HERO’S WALK MAIN STREET 

HIGH STREET 

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

VETERANS MEMORIAL PROGRAM

FOUNDERS FIELD

VE
TE

RA
NS

 PL

AZA

LOCUST 
ALLEY 
PLAZA 

SUNNY 
CLEARING

MAIN
 ST

RE
ET

HIGH STREET

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

HERO'S WALK 

RIPARIAN PATHS

WET 
MEADOW

WOODLAND FRAME

Open views from Locust Alley Plaza along Dublin Granville Road draw 
visitors across the Rose Run corridor and up to Veterans Plaza which 
boasts a prominent sculptural wall for individual veteran recognition 
and a refined water feature for personal reflection. These features 
gently wrap Founders Field symbolizing the protection of the community 
allowing New Albany, and the nation, to flourish.   

As visitors walk through Veterans Plaza, they encounter the entry to the 
narrow, more private Hero's Walk. Slender, elegant sculptures dot the 
landscape around the path representing servicemen on the front lines 
of active combat. During the daylight hours, users can read graphic 
information on each sculpture about individual servicemen's stories. 
However, at dusk, these sculptures transform into ethereal luminaries 
standing tall within the trees transporting the visitor to the battlefield 
while feeling surrounded by those who protect them.
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VETERANS MEMORIAL: VIEW 2VETERANS MEMORIAL: VIEW 1

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

WATER FEATURE
FOUNDERS FIELD 

ENTRY BRIDGE

PLAZA

RIPARIAN +
WOODLAND FRAME

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

HERO’S WALK

SHALLOW
POOL

STONE 
BENCH

ENTRY BRIDGE

PLAZA

FOUNDERS FIELD
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VETERANS MEMORIAL: VIEW 4VETERANS MEMORIAL: VIEW 3

ENTRY 
BRIDGE

HERO’S WALK

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

PLAZA

RIPARIAN PATHS

LOCUST ALLEY 
PLAZA

STONE BENCH 

FOG JETS

FOUNDERS FIELD

FOUNDERS FIELD WALL

OPEN LAWN

PLAZA
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FINAL FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION CONCEPT FINAL FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION CONCEPT: VIEW LOCATIONS

FOUNDERS FIELD WALL FOUNDERS FIELD WALL VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

ENTRY BRIDGE ENTRY BRIDGE

LOCUST ALLEY PLAZA LOCUST ALLEY PLAZA

PLAZA PLAZA

FOUNDERS FIELD FOUNDERS FIELD 

RIPARIAN+ 
WOODLAND FRAME 

RIPARIAN+ 
WOODLAND FRAME 

WET MEADOW WET MEADOW 

SUNNY 
CLEARING

SUNNY 
CLEARING

HERO’S WALK HERO’S WALK MAIN STREET 

MAIN STREET 

HIGH STREET 

HIGH STREET 

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILIONFIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION

37
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FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION: VIEW 2

FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION

TERRACED LAWN

SCULPTURAL FIRE PLACE

STONE PLINTHS

BRIDGE TO MCCOY CENTER

COMMUNITY 
HEARTH

PLAZA

RIPARIAN +
WOODLAND FRAME

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

MAIN STREET

FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION: VIEW 1

FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION

COMMUNITY HEARTH

BRIDGE TO MCCOY CENTERSCULPTURAL FIRE PLACE

PLAZA

RIPARIAN +
WOODLAND FRAME
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VETERANS MEMORIAL ALTERNATE LAYOUT: VIEW 2A

FOUNDERS CEMETERY

WATER SCRIM 

STONE 
BENCH

ENTRY BRIDGE

HERO'S WALK

PLAZA

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

FOUNDERS FIELD WALL 

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

ENTRY BRIDGE

LOCUST ALLEY PLAZA

PLAZA

FOUNDERS FIELD

RIPARIAN+ 
WOODLAND FRAME 

WOODLAND FRAME 

CITY HALL PARKING

WET MEADOW 

HERO’S WALK 

MAIN STREET 

HIGH STREET 

DUBLIN GRANVILLE ROAD

VETERANS MEMORIAL ALTERNATE LAYOUT

      

november 2020 november 202040 41



FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION

SCULPTURAL FIRE PLACE + 
COMMUNITY HEARTH

STONE PLINTHS

BRIDGE TO MCCOY CENTER

COMMUNITY 
HEARTH

PLAZA

RIPARIAN +
WOODLAND FRAME

MAIN STREET

FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION ALTERNATE: VIEW 1A FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION ALTERNATE: VIEW 2A
FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION

BRIDGE TO MCCOY CENTER

PLAZA

RIPARIAN +
WOODLAND FRAME
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SCULPTURAL FIRE PLACE + 
COMMUNITY HEARTH



44

FOUNDERS FIELD WALL VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL 

ENTRY BRIDGE

PLAZA

FOUNDERS CEMETERY 

RIPARIAN+ 
WOODLAND FRAME 

WOODLAND FRAME 

CITY HALL PARKING

WET MEADOW 

SUNNY 
CLEARING

HERO’S WALK MAIN STREET 

HIGH STREET 
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COMMUNITY HEARTH

BRIDGE TO MCCOY CENTERSCULPTURAL FIRE PLACE

PLAZA

RIPARIAN +
WOODLAND FRAME

VETERANS MEMORIAL: $3.8MM - $4.7MM FIRST RESPONDERS PAVILION: $480K - $1.2MM 5ORDER OF MAGNITUDE COSTS
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