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Employment Center Development Standards
As employment center development continues in New Albany, expectations must be clear in 
order to build upon the city’s character and design. Generally, the standards for employment 
center development include the following:  

Residential Development Standards
As residential development continues in New Albany, expectations must be clear in order to 
build upon the city’s tradition of quality neighborhoods. The principles of good residential 
subdivision design and the distinctive features of New Albany’s best neighborhoods should 
be emulated in future development. Generally, these standards include:

•	 No freeway / pole signs are allowed.

•	 Heavy landscaping is necessary to buffer 
these uses from adjacent residential areas.

•	 Plan employment center buildings within 
context of the area, not just the site, consider 
building heights within development parcels.

•	 Sites with multiple buildings should be well 
organized and clustered if possible.

•	 All employment center developments are 
encouraged to employ shared parking or be 
designed to accommodate it.

•	 All employment center developments should 
plan for regional stormwater management.

•	 Organically shaped stormwater management 
ponds and areas should be incorporated into 
the overall design as natural features and 
assets to the community.

•	 A hierarchy of open spaces is encouraged. 
Each development should have at least 
one open space located near the center 
of development. Typically, neighborhood 
parks range from a half acre to 5 acres. 
Multiple greens may be necessary in large 
developments to provide centrally located 
greens.

•	 All or adequate amounts of open space 
and parkland is strongly encouraged to be 
provided on-site. 

•	 Houses should front onto public open spaces 
and never back onto public parks or roads.

•	 Rear or side-loaded garages are encouraged. 
When a garage faces the street, the front 
facade of the garage should be set back from 
the front facade of the house.

•	 All associated mechanical operations should 
be concealed from the public right-of-way and 
screened architecturally or with landscape in 
an appealing manner.

•	 Any periphery security should integrate with 
the existing landscape and maintain and 
enhance the character of road corridor.

•	 Combined curb cuts and cross-access 
easements are encouraged.

•	 The use of materials, colors, and texture to 
break up large-scale facades is required.

•	 Any proposed residential development 
outside of the Village Center shall have a base 
density of 1 dwelling unit per gross acre in 
order to preserve and protect the community’s 
natural resources and support the overall 
land conservation goals of the community. A 
transfer of residential density can be used to 
achieve a gross density of 1 dwelling unit per 
acre.

•	 Private streets are at odds with many of 
the community’s planning principals, such 
as interconnectivity, a hierarchy of street 
typologies, and a connected community. 
Therefore, the streets within residential 
developments must be public.

•	 In considering the expansion of residential 
uses into Licking County, the city will take 
into consideration factors such as community 
impacts, financial implications, the adequate 
delivery of services, and the impact on school 
districts.
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M. MOBILITY
Goal: Facilitate the safe and effective movement of people to and from destinations, while maintaining 
the community character of transportation corridors.

RECOMMENDATIONS
TIME 

FRAME
POTENTIAL  
PARTNERS

M2. Protect and enhance the character of the community’s corridors.

a.
Preserve rural roadway character and narrow roadways, with a maximum 
desired roadway width of two to three lanes in residential corridors and four 
to five lanes along commercial corridors.

b.
Design roads that suppport New Albany’s principles of design and 
placemaking as well as the community’s vision for the future.

Developers

c.
Plan for amenity zones along corridors that could include amenities like 
wayfinding signage, benches, trash and recycling receptacles, and lighting. 

d. Continue to implement the Village Center brick street policy.

e.
Require burial or strategic placement of all utility lines and wireless 
infrastructure at the time of development or in conjunction with a public 
works project.

Utility companies

f.
Bury or move public utility boxes behind the amenity zone or behind 
fencing along corridors.

Public utility 
agencies

g. Require private utilities to be located behind buildings. Utility companies

h.
Balance the deployment of small cell facilities and associated wireless 
support structures with the preservation of the character of New Albany’s 
corridors and streetscapes.

Wireless service 
providers

i.
Create distinctive gateways and green moments at designated locations in 
New Albany, including SR 161 interchanges.

ODOT

M3. Use alternatives to traditional widening to increase roadway capacity for efforts to reduce 
peak hour congestion.
a. Use technology to make the roadway network more efficient.

b.
Continue to intercronnect all local and regional intersection signals and 
traffic control devices.

c.
Coordinate and consolidate vehicular access points and curb cuts in 
development projects onto major roadways and between other private 
developments.

Property owners, 
developers

d. Consider roundabouts first when an intersection improvement is proposed. 

M4. Maximize connectivity and safety of New Albany’s roadway network.		

a.
Provide multiple connections to distribute traffic throughout the roadway 
network.

b.
Provide cross-access easements between adjacent commercial and retail 
sites to minimize curb cuts along major roadways.

Property owners, 
developers

c. Prohibit private streets, gated communities, and discourage culs-de-sac. Developers

d.
Connect stub streets to improve connectivity and mobility between 
neighborhoods.

e.
Connect sidewalks or leisure trails in residential neighborhoods where they 
don’t currently exist.
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S. SUSTAINABILITY
Goal: Define a path to the future that reinforces New Albany’s commitment to ecological, social, and 
economic sustainability.

RECOMMENDATIONS
TIME 

FRAME
POTENTIAL  
PARTNERS

S1. Protect and improve biodiversity and water and air quality.

a.
Prioritize the preservation of existing forests, wildlife habitats, stream 
corridors, and wetlands.

HOAs, Metro Parks

b.
Create and maintain natural corridors that link woodlands, streams, and 
habitats.

Ohio EPA

c.
Implement native meadows and prairie restoration demonstration projects 
in specific areas of the city.

HOAs, property 
owners, Ohio EPA

d. Maintain and expand the city’s urban tree canopy.

e.
Continue to implement a green streets policy on streets with low vehicular 
traffic in the Village Center and on surface parking lots throughout the 
community.

f. Minimize impervious surfaces within developed areas of the community. Developers

g.
Reduce and work toward the discontinuation of pesticide and herbicide 
in areas adjacent to waterways on city grounds and encourage this more 
broadly throughout the community.

h.
Investigate how to encourage property owners to adopt native and low-
impact landscaping practices.

HOAs, property 
owners

i.
Continue to provide native landscape buffers along all waterways in the 
community.

Ohio EPA

j.
Start a clean-up volunteer program to keep New Albany’s waterways, parks, 
and streets free of waste and pollution.

k. Control the spread of invasive plant and animal species.

l. Encourage wetland mitigation within the school district boundary. Developers

S2. Foster and encourage the adoption of alternative energy sources within the city.

a.
Advocate for solar energy legislation at the state level to allow for solar 
panels on commercial buildings.

MORPC

b.
Install solar panels on public buildings where appropriate and share the 
energy saving information with the community.

c.
Implement a property assessed clean energy (PACE) program to encourage 
property owners to make energy efficient improvements to their homes and 
businesses.

d. Increase the number of alternative fuel stations in the city.

e. Continue to expand the city’s alternative fuel and electric vehicle fleet.

f.
Work to provide more convenient and sustainable renewable energy supply 
choices to the New Albany community.

Green Energy 
Ohio, AEP

g.
Promote the use of solar panels and geothermal systems and adjust the city 
regulations to appopriately permit them within the community.

Green Energy Ohio

h. Maintain a list of approved solar and geothermal installers for the city. MORPC

i.
Consider providing solar powered carports over parking lots and parking 
garages.
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P. PARKS & RECREATION
Goal: Enhance the quality of life and health in New Albany and connect residents with the outdoors 
through parks and recreation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
TIME 

FRAME
POTENTIAL  
PARTNERS

P1. Protect and improve the existing network of parks, natural open spaces, and stream 
corridors.	

a. Improve the quality and maintenance of existing parks. 

b.
Manage and maintain city-owned forests, street trees, and natural open 
spaces by maintaining a tree inventory, developing re-forestation plans, and 
controlling invasive species.

c.
Improve the quality of city-owned natural resources, especially streams, 
wetlands, and other ecologically sensitive areas.

d.
Respect the integrity of historic and cultural resources as the city changes 
and grows.

e. Establish and preserve critical viewsheds and vistas.

f.
Investigate methods of preserving rural character in developing areas of 
Licking County.

P2. Provide for a high quality and diversified park system to meet the recreational needs and 
enhance the quality of life for all residents.
a. Develop a parks framework plan for the city.

b.
Perform a walkshed analysis to determine the physical access to parks or 
natural areas for all residents. 

c.
Increase the percentage of New Albany residents who are within a 
10-minute walk from a park.

d.
Create a park system in which each park satisfies the needs of a variety of 
user groups with a range of active and passive recreation options.

JPD, Metro Parks

e.
Create improved and distinctive neighborhood park playgrounds and 
provide a local park in every neighborhood.

HOAs

f.
Use the development process to ensure adequate open space and 
parkland dedication for all new residential development and to conserve 
critical natural resources within commercial development sites.

Developers

P3. Engage with partners to create a regional park, open space, and trail system that benefits 
New Albany residents and businesses. 		

a.
Continue to partner with the New Albany-Plain Local Joint Parks District to 
identify the needs of, and provide for, the greater park, recreational, and 
sports programming needs of the community. 

JPD

b.
Continue shared efforts with other municipalities and organizations to 
protect open spaces and provide regional trail connections.

City of Columbus, 
City of Gahanna, 
Metro Parks, 

c.
Evaluate potential open space and parkland acquisitions that would protect 
key natural resources and provide green buffer zones near development.

d.
Continue to form a greenbelt around the city to enhance the natural 
environment and define the edge of the community.
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C. COMMUNITY WELLBEING
Goal: Foster a more healthy, supportive, livable, and inclusive New Albany for all community members. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
TIME 

FRAME
POTENTIAL  
PARTNERS

C1. Foster an inclusive and welcoming sense of community.		

a.
Partner with community groups and organizations to encourage more 
culturally diverse community programs and events.

HNA, NACF, library

b.
Seek and encourage diverse representation on city boards, commissions, 
and committees.

SOAR 

c.
Create a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee comprised of a diverse 
representation of residents to serve as a liaison between community 
members and the city and promote ongoing outreach.

d. Implement cultural competency training for city employees.

e.
Conduct regular outreach with organizations and groups that have a focus 
on diversity. 

SOAR

f.
Consider the application of recommendations from the Autism Planning 
and Design Guidelines 1.0, with a focus on the Village Center and public 
spaces.

OSU Knowlton 
School

C2. Continue open city communication with the public.		
a. Utilize new forms of media to promote city initiatives and events.

b.
Promote education about current land use planning and development 
topics throughout the community to maintain New Albany’s community of 
choice image.

NACF, schools

c.
Develop a consistent communication strategy with each homeowners 
association (HOA) that includes notifications of nearby development 
applications and projects.

HOAs

d.
Host Community Dialogues between key city leaders and the public on a 
regular basis. 

City council

C3. Encourage programming to support the needs of all residents. 		
a. Support and promote mental health services and awareness. HNA

b.
Institute mental health first aid training for all first responders and 
encourage other community partners to train employees.

NAPLSD, HNA

c. Continue to explore free and accessible programming.
HNA, library, 
McCoy Center

d.
Support and promote activities for seniors, couples, families, teens, and 
young adults within the community.

HNA, library, 
McCoy Center

e. Work with the school district(s) to coordinate area-wide support services.
NAPLSD, LHSD, 
JMSD

C4. Support community initiatives that enhance the community’s well-being and 
happiness.	

a.
Explore the creation of a position at the City of New Albany to facilitate 
community relations and programming.

b.
Work with community organizations to develop a volunteering hub/
matching service to centralize volunteer opportunities.

Community 
organizations

c.
Develop a youth volunteer program to utilize young adults as volunteers at 
events and in parks and facilities.

d.
Continue to build on the Healthy New Albany initiatives and other 
partnerships with the community.

HNA

e.
Support the creation of opportunities and focused efforts to meet 
neighbors and build community.








