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New Albany Sustainability Advisory Board 

February 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes

 

I. Call to Order 

The New Albany Sustainability Advisory Board held a regular meeting on February 12, 2025 at 

the New Albany Village Hall. Mr. Schumacher called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. and asked 

to hear the roll. 

 

II. Roll Call 

Those answering roll call: 

 

Mr. Schumacher  present 

 Mr. Barnes   present 

 Ms. Gallo   present 

 Mr. Conway   present 

Ms. Scott   present 

Ms. Kellerman   absent 

 Council Member Kist  present 

 Student Representative Hall absent 

 

Staff members present:  Director of Administrative Services, Adrienne Joly; Planner II, Chelsea 

Nichols 

 

III. Action of Minutes:  

Mr. Schumacher moved to approve the November 13, 2024 minutes. Seconded by Ms. Gallo and 

the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 5 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstention to approve 

the minutes.  

 

IV. Additions or Corrections to Agenda:  

None 

 

V. Hearing of Visitors for Items Not on Tonight’s Agenda 

Mr. Schumacher asked whether there were any visitors present who wished to address the board 

for an item not on tonight’s agenda. Seeing none, Mr. Schumacher closed the hearing of visitors.  

 

VI. Business: 

 

i. Student Leaders in Sustainably Grant – Q&A Session 

Planner II Nichols introduced potential applicant, Student Alexa Briggs. Student Briggs 

provided a very through overview of the proposed project to the Board. The presentation 

slides are attached to the minutes as Exhibit A to be part of the record. 

 

The question and answer portion of the presentation included clarification on the 

following items: 

• How purchasing is handled; and 

• Whether this is also an Eagle Scout project and how the timeline works with the 

grant timeline. 
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ii. Pocket Prairies 

Planner II Nichols lead the discussion on the Pocket Prairies project update.  

• As part of the budget approval, City Council did approve the budget request for 

this project. 

• The last time the Board discussed this project was in September of 2024: 

o Board selected three locations and factors considered when making the 

selection included the following: 

▪ Easily accessible and visible from the road; 

▪ Offers different types of applications; 

▪ City owned/maintained, Ease of coordination with stakeholders; 

▪ Build momentum and goodwill around the concept of sustainable 

landscaping 

• Tentative Schedule: 

o March: Mad Scientist Associates LLC to attend SAB meeting to 

workshop the plan for the pocket prairies with Board members. 

o April: Second meeting with Mad Scientist Associates and the Board 

to continue workshopping the plan(s). 

o June: Present plans to the Board and finalize signage for the 

education component. 

o Fall: Installation of pocket prairies.  

 

The question and answer portion of the presentation included clarification on the following 

items: 

• From a budget standpoint, this project has been given the green light from 

City Council. Council Member Kist serves as the liaison to report back on 

the status update on all SAB projects, including this one.  

• At the workshops in March and April, the Board should think about specific 

location within these areas, what theme they would like to see at each area, 

plant materials, what do they want to demonstrate that they hope might be 

replicated in other areas of the community. 

• After the Board has formalized some of the details, a check-in with Council 

will need to happen. Perhaps in March.  

 

iii. Green Guardians Logo Reveal  

Planner II Nichols lead the discussion on the Pocket Prairies project update.  

• In 2024 the Board directed staff to include food waste stations at community 

events. Volunteers are needed to ensure the waste goes into the correct 

receptacles. 

• Green Guardians Program is listed within the Ongoing Programs section of 

the 2025 Work Plan Initiatives. 

o City Council approved the Board’s budget request for this program 

in the amount of $2,000 for various supplies needed for the 

volunteers. This also includes proving t-shirts to the volunteers that 

has the new Green Guardians logo. 
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The question and answer portion of the presentation included clarification on the 

following items: 

• Sending a flyer to the schools would be a great way to communicate the need to 

students. 

• The city will be implementing new volunteer software in 2025. 

 

iv. 2025 Invasive Trade-in Program Update 

Planner II Nichols lead the discussion on the Pocket Prairies project update.  

• Two (2) applications in 2024; both were received and approved. 

o 7320 Berkley Sq N – Removed at least 1 honeysuckle. Planted 1 native 

American sycamore tree. Resident said he is constantly battling and 

removing honeysuckle from his property and was appreciative of this 

program. 

o 7743 Arboretum Ct – Removed 5 honeysuckle and 1 burning bush. 

Planted 6 new native shrubs (2 common witchhazel, 4 arrowhead 

viburnums).  

• Will rollover the remaining 2024 amount to 2025 (~$3800). 

• 2025 Budget includes an additional $11,500 

• Feedback from FSWCD: 

o Rebates and participation numbers tend to drop off in the fall as people 

seem to be done gardening and planting by fall. Perhaps we will have 

better outcomes in the spring – especially when the dreaded callery pear 

is in its full, stinky bloom during April, which is coincidentally Ohio 

Native Plant Month. 

 

The question and answer portion of the presentation included clarification on the 

following items: 

• Consider providing a higher rebate than $150 to entice people to participate. 

• Better outreach and communications: 

o Consider partnering with Oakland Nursery. Ask if the city can advertise 

the program at their store. 

o The Board should help promote and educate residents. Perhaps at the 

Farmers Market and maybe a mailer. 

o Perhaps the Service Department could be a resource for people to help 

identify things to be removed and suggestions on what they could plant 

in its place. 

o HOA engagement.  

 

v. Upcoming Projects 

Planner II Nichols lead the discussion on the Pocket Prairies project update.  

• Watercourse Educational Campaign with FSWCD 

o At the November Board meeting the SAB directed staff to reach out to 

FSWCD for coordination on implementing education, which would 



 

 

  4 

include notifying residents of watercourses in their backyard and beat 

practices regarding the streams. 

o Staff has had one meeting with FSWCD regarding this project for 2025. 

• Curbside Food Waste Collection Pilot Program 

o City Council approved the pilot program as part of the 2025 budget. 

o Staff to request quotes. 

 

vi. Earth Day to Arbor Day Planning 

Planner II Nichols lead the discussion on the Pocket Prairies project update.  

• Saturday, April 26, 2025 (8am-12pm) 

o E-Waste Drive, HHW collection, and Paper Shredding 

• Arbor Day Celebration and Tree Planting 

o Rose Run currently selected 

o Potential for changing the location? 

 

VII.  Other Business:  

2025 Annual Organizational Meeting 

 

Staff lead the annual organizational meeting. 

 

Ms. Gallo nominated Mr. Schumacher as Board Chair. Motion seconded by Mr. Barnes and the 

Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 5 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstentions to appoint 

Mr. Schumacher as Panel Chair.  

 

Mr. Schumacher moved to appoint Ms. Gallo as Board Vice-Chair. Seconded by Mr. Conway, 

and the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 5 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstentions to 

appoint Ms. Gallo as Board Vice-Chair. 

 

Mr. Schumacher moved to appoint Ms. Scott as Panel Secretary. Seconded by Mr. Barnes, and 

the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 5 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstentions to appoint 

Ms. Scott as Board Secretary. 

 

Ms. Gallo moved to hold the regularly scheduled Sustainability Advisory Board meetings at 6:30 

p.m. on the second Wednesday of every month in Council Chambers at Village Hall. Seconded 

by Mr. Schumacher and the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 5 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 

0 abstentions to hold the meeting during this day, place, and time. 

 

Mr. Schumacher moved to hold a recess of meetings in December 2025. Seconded by Ms. Gallo 

and the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 5 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstentions to 

hold a recess in December 2025.  

 

VIII. Poll Members for Comment:  

Council Member Kist notified the Board that there is an open position. 

 

Chairman Schumacher recognized Mr. Filiatrout for his time and service on the Board. He was a 

great asset for getting things started. 
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Chairman Schumacher proposed having monthly check-ins on Waste Diversion. Director of 

Administrative Services Joly stated staff can look at what kinds of data the city has available and 

bring it to the Board next month. 

 

Ms. Scott stated she wanted to give a shout out to Mr. Barnes for his speaking role at the Planting 

for Our Future conference they both just attended this month. 

 

IX. Adjournment: Having no further business, Mr. Schumacher moved to adjourn the meeting at 

7:53p.m. Without objection, the February 12, 2025 New Albany Sustainability Board Meeting 

was adjourned. 

 


