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New Albany Sustainability Advisory Board
April 9, 2025 Meeting Minutes

Call to Order

The New Albany Sustainability Advisory Board held a regular meeting on April 9, 2025 at the
New Albany Village Hall. Mr. Schumacher called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and asked to
hear the roll.

Roll Call

Those answering roll call:
Mr. Schumacher present
Mr. Barnes present
Ms. Gallo present
Mr. Conway present
Ms. Scott present
Mr. Kocian present
Ms. Kopelman present
Council Member Kist present
Student Representative Hall present

Staff members present: Director of Administrative Services, Adrienne Joly; Public Services
Manager Angela Hobart; Planner 11, Chelsea Nichols

Action of Minutes:

Mr. Schumacher moved to approve the March 12, 2025 minutes. Seconded by Mr. Conway and the
Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 7 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstention to approve the
minutes.

Additions or Corrections to Agenda: None

Hearing of Visitors for Items Not on Tonight’s Agenda
Mr. Schumacher asked whether there were any visitors present who wished to address the board
for an item not on tonight’s agenda. Seeing none, he closed the Hearing of Visitors.

Business:

i. Pocket Prairies: Site Visits with Mad Scientist Associates LLC
o Site Visits to Pocket Prairies parks with Mad Scientist Associates LLC

o Shuttle picked up staff, Board members, Mad Scientist Associates staff, and
members of the public at Village Hall shortly after 6:30PM

o 1% Stop Taylor Farm Park: 5526 East Dublin Granville Road New
Albany Ohio 43054

o 2" Stop James River Park: 4166 James River Road New Albany Ohio
43054

o 3" Stop Planters Grove Park: 3990 James River Road New Albany Ohio
43054

o Drop-off back at village hall. Mad Scientist Associated to incorporate feedback into draft
plans and present them to the Board at the May 14" meeting.
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ii. FSWCD Partnerships:

o Educational Watercourse Campaign - FWCD sending educational watercourse
postcards.

o Board members reviewed draft postcard and provided feedback:

a. Some subdivisions have regulations on how wide the “no mow” /
“conservation area” should be. In those area residents can’t just
determine it for themselves but have to follow the rules on their
subdivision plat. Can we add a sentence that puts them on notice
of this fact and to encourage them to check what their “buffer
zone” might be on their specific lot?

b. Also, can we add a sentence notifying the landowners that some
HOASs prohibit this in their by-laws?

e 2025 Invasive Trade-in Program - has officially been launched.

o New Albany started the program in 2024 with the help of FSWCD. The
incentive amount is currently $150.

o FSWCD has expanded their program for 2025 to include other
communities such as Columbus, Grove City, Reynoldsburg, and
Westerville. Residents in each of these four tax districts are legible for a
$100 reimbursement incentive. However, Westerville is only incentives
removal of Callery and Bradford Pears.

o The 2024 New Albany program only had two applications. The SAB
believes we need to raise the incentive amount to $500 to entice people
to participate.

o City staff is also working on better outreach and communications on the
program for 2025.

a. The board asked city staff to consider partnering with Oakland
Nursery. Staff will ask if the city can advertise the program at
their store.

b. City to release a promotional video, hopefully on April 18™
City staff secured a booth at the July 31 Farmers Market — need
volunteers! (On wait list for other Farmers Market dates.)

d. FWCD sending educational watercourse postcards. This mailer
will also include info on the Invasive Trade-in Program.

e. The Service Department could be a resource for people to help
identify things to be removed and suggestions on what they

could plant in its place. Once City Forester position has been
filled, this staff person could serve in this capacity.

f. HOA engagement - City Staff held a virtual meeting with a
representative from Ohio Equities on 4/11/25.

Mr. Barnes moved to recommend that the Invasive Trade-in Program incentive amount
be increased to $500. Seconded by Ms. Gallow and the Sustainability Advisory Board
voted with 7 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstention to approve the motion.
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iii.  Earth Day to Arbor Day Events:
e Tuesday, April 22: Green Guardian Info Session/Training & Sign-ups
o Friday, April 25: Arbor Day Tree Planting & Proclamation
e Saturday, April 26: E-waste drive, HHW collection, and paper shredding event
o Volunteers needed

iv.  Waste Diversion

o Board members and city staff reviewed 2024 City-wide Rumpkee Curbside
Service numbers and 2024 GoZERO Drop-off Food Waste Program numbers.

o The review is to assist with potential ways to make waste decrease as
food waste collected increases.

o Signage — city staff is currently creating a sign plan for Parks and trails.
New Compost signage could be part of the package.

Staff to ask if Rumpke knows the number of homes served.

The board would like to review City-wide Rumpkee Curbside Service
numbers and GoZERO Drop-off Food Waste Program numbers

quarterly.
VIL. Other Business: Introduced new Board member, Rebecca Kopelman.
VI1IIl.  Poll Members for Comment: None

IX. Adjournment: Having no further business, Mr. Schumacher moved to adjourn the meeting at
8:43p.m. Without objection, the April 9, 2025 New Albany Sustainability Board Meeting was
adjourned.



