Johanna Miicke, 23, was raised in the small town of Wolmirstedt near Magdeburg, Germany, and
is currently studying at university to become an English and Italian teacher.

Johanna first heard about the story of the train when she was 16 years old. Her history teacher at
the time, Karin Petersen, heard about the story and wanted to start a project group with students
from different grades to learn about what happened on April 13, 1945, in Farsleben—only a few
kilometers away from Wolmirstedt where their school was located.

Becoming part of that project group, Johanna and her classmates organized several events to tell
people about the story of the train, its survivors, and liberators, including two presentations and
readings with survivors Peter Lantos and Micha Tomkiewicz. They collected money for a
monument that was placed at the liberation site in Farsleben in 2021. They talked to eyewitnesses
who had been living in Farsleben and Hillersleben in 1945 and experienced the liberation and the
following weeks there. After reaching out to Matt Rozell, Johanna was put into contact with
Walter ‘Babe’ Gantz, who served in the 95th Medical Battalion in the U.S. Army and who helped
to care for the survivors at the hospital in Hillersleben.

After graduating from high school in 2020, Johanna still made an effort to remember this story
and to stay in touch with the people who were a part of it.

In 2022 and in 2025, together with Ron Chaulet and Daniel Keweloh and his family, Johanna
helped to organize two ceremonies for the 77th and the 80th anniversary of the liberation of the
train in Farsleben.

Johanna believes that the most important aspect of this story and this project are the people she
has been lucky enough to get to know through it, as well as the sensation that life can change for
the better within an instant as long as you have hope.



