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President Pro Tem Shull called to order the New Albany City Council Meeting of August 19, 2025 at 6:30
p.m. at the New Albany Village Hall, 99 West Main Street, New Albany, Ohio. Staff attending were City
Manager Joseph Stefanov, Law Director Benjamin Albrecht, Finance Director Bethany Staats, Deputy
Director of Finance Morgan Joeright, Administrative Services Director Adrienne Joly, Police Chief Greg
Jones, Development Director Jennifer Chrysler, Planning Manager Chris Christian, Planner I Lauren
Sauter, Public Service Director Ryan Ohly, Chief Communications and Marketing Officer Josh Poland, and
Clerk of Council Jennifer Mason.

ROLL CALL:
The following Mayor/Council Members answered Roll Call:
Mayor Sloan Spalding
CM Marlene Brisk
CM Michael Durik
CM Chip Fellows
CM Kasey Kist
CM Matt Shull
CM Andrea Wiltrout
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Clerk Mason reported that Mayor Spalding could not attend due to travel, Council Member Fellows could
not attend due to work-related travel, and Council Member Kist could not attend due to a family event. All
requested to be excused. President Pro Tem Shull moved to excuse Mayor Spalding, Council Member
Fellows, and Council Member Kist from the council meeting. Council Member Brisk seconded and council
voted with 4 yes votes to excuse Mayor Spalding and Council Members Fellows and Kist from the council
meeting.

ACTION ON MINUTES:
Council adopted the August 5, 2025 regular meeting minutes by consensus.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
NONE

HEARING OF VISITORS:
NONE

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:

PLANNING COMMISSION (PC): Council Member Wiltrout reported the PC approved the Nationwide
Children’s Hospital Final Development Plan for a 4-story pediatric facility which would be 170,000 square
feet and a 16,000 square foot central utility facility to support operations. 496 parking spaces were projected
at full build-out. The first phase would be an urgent care. An emergency facility would likely be added
later. Signage was approved for both the urgent care and the emergency facility. The PC approved a 1-year
conditional use for a temporary sales trailer at The Courtyards at Haines Creek. The PC approved the Final
Development Plan Modification for The Courtyard Haines Creek. The city architect had requested some
minor architectural changes to some of the homes to add more detail. They added faux windows and
shutters, but there was no external view from the faux windows, so no imposition on adjacent property
owners. The PC approved a variance at the West Nine subdivision to reduce a rear yard setback to 14 feet
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to accommodate more garage space. The PC approved a request to extend the conditional use of the
Nottingham Trace model home for 3 years or until the last home was sold, whichever came first. The PC
recommended 4 code changes regarding architectural standards, new standards for advanced fabric
structures, and changing the process for measuring signs.

PARKS AND TRAILS ADVISORY BOARD: No meeting.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD: Council Member Brisk reported the ARB approved the
Nationwide Children’s Hospital application and everyone was pleased with the design. Council Member
Brisk reported that Deputy Council Clerk Christina Madriguera presented on using a live recording
transcript in lieu of a manually-typed summary for meeting minutes. The ARB declined the proposal.
Council Member Brisk recommended being supportive of staff’s efforts and researching Al tools to
alleviate manual creation of the record.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA): No meeting
SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY BOARD (SAB): No report.

IDEA IMPLEMENTATION PANEL: Council Member Brisk reported the IDEA panel discussed current
projects, plans for the coming year, budget, and priorities. The documentary event, “A Train Near
Magdeburg,” was sold out. Organizers were expecting over 700 people and half a dozen survivors and
liberators. There would be a private reception at the State of Ohio Governor’s Mansion and over 10 school
districts were involved. President Pro Tem Shull complimented the event and Council Member Brisk’s
efforts in expanding New Albany’s support and participation.

CEMETERY RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD: No meeting.
PUBLIC RECORDS COMMISSION: No meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS:
NONE

SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 0-33-2025
President Pro Tem Shull read by title AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 1144 “OCD OFFICE
CAMPUS DISTRICT” OF THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY CODIFIED ORDINANCES.

Planning Manager Chris Christian stated this ordinance proposed to update city codified ordinance 1144 Office
Campus District (OCD) to permit and provide development standards for “indoor and outdoor public recreational
facilities.” New permitted uses included indoor and outdoor public recreational facilities, including parks,
recreational fields, health and fitness centers, training facilities, concession stands, playgrounds, nature preserves,
indoor swimming pools — provided they were not developed for private use and were open to the public.
Recreational uses were a type of institutional use which were not a specific land use category found in the Engage
New Albany Strategic Plan and as such these institutional uses were meant to be integrated throughout the
community and this code change accomplished that goal.
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President Pro Tem Shull opened the Public Hearing. Hearing no comments or questions from the public, he closed
the Public Hearing.

President Pro Tem Shull moved to adopt the ordinance. Council Member Wiltrout seconded and council voted
with 4 yes votes to approve Ordinance O-33-2025.

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES:

ORDINANCE 0-35-2025

President Pro Tem Shull read by title AN ORDINANCE TO ACCEPT A BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT FROM
THE CITY OF COLUMBUS TO THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY AND TO CONSENT TO THE
ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY FROM PLAIN TOWNSHIP TO THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY TO
FACILITATE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS ALONG MORSE ROAD.

Public Service Director Ryan Ohly stated this ordinance finalized jurisdictional boundary changes along Morse
Road that were anticipated with the approval of Resolution R-52-2024. The boundary adjustments allowed the
Franklin County Engineer’s office to move forward with resurfacing this corridor. The ordinance accepted the
boundary adjustment that transferred approximately 26.5 acres of Morse Road right-of-way from the City of
Columbus to the City of New Albany and consented to annex approximately 5.5 acres of adjacent right-of-way
from unincorporated Plain Township into New Albany. The boundary change would unify jurisdictions and
improve maintenance coordination.

President Pro Tem Shull asked and Director Ohly confirmed that this legislation gave the city about half of Morse
Road which New Albany could bring up to higher standards.

Council Member Durik asked and Public Service Director Ryan Ohly answered that this ordinance just allowed
for resurfacing. There was a plan to widen Morse Road in the future, but that would be a coordinated effort later.

President Pro Tem Shull set the ordinance for second reading at the September 2, 2025 council meeting.

ORDINANCE 0-36-2025
President Pro Tem Shull read by title AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE THE FINAL PLAT MODIFICATION
FOR LOT 19 IN THE HAWKSMOOR SUBDIVISION AS REQUESTED BY CURTIS ECHELBERRY.

Planner Lauren Sauter explained there were 3 phases to the plat modification for Lot 19: (1) tree preservation
zones, (2) no-build zones, and (3) drainage easements as approved by the Planning Commission. She reviewed a
plat map demonstrating where modification zones were initially located, relocated, and in some cases expanded
and combined with no-build zones as well as necessary modifications to drainage easements. She stated that plat
modifications to tree preservation and no-build zones required council approval.

President Pro Tem Shull and Planner Sauter discussed the areas that were being moved. Per a tree survey, there
were more trees in the proposed new tree preservation zone.

President Pro Tem Shull set the ordinance for second reading at the September 2, 2025 council meeting.

READING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF RESOLUTIONS:
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RESOLUTION R-27-2025

President Pro Tem Shull read by title A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER
INTO A PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY AND LHR INDUSTRIES
INC. AND EXECUTE ALL RELATED REAL ESTATE DOCUMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THAT
PURCHASE AGREEMENT, INCLUDING THE LETTER OF INTENT, NECESSARY FOR THE
PURCHASE OF THE 49.424+/- ACRES PARCEL LOCATED AT 6500 NEW ALBANY ROAD EAST AND
COMMONLY KNOWN AS FRANKLIN COUNTY AUDITOR’S PARCEL NUMBER 222-002194-00
UPON THE SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL DUE DILIGENCE REQUIREMENTS
REFERENCED IN THE ATTACHED LETTER OF INTENT AND/OR SUBSEQUENT PURCHASE
AGREEMENT IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $15 MILLION DOLLARS.

City Manager Joseph Stefanov stated this legislation would allow him to execute any and all purchase documents
and due diligence documents related to the purchase of the Discover site. The intent was to acquire it to prevent
the development of uses that might be detrimental to the school district and to work with the schools to create
athletic fields. A portion of the land could be developed for baseball and softball fields. The city would consider
other uses in the adjacent areas. The land could also provide park and recreation space for the city. There had been
questions about the burden on tax payers. Roughly 70%-75% of this purchase was being funded from tax revenue
from the business park.

Council Member Durik understood and City Manager Stefanov confirmed the Discover building would be torn
down and the area cleared before the city took possession. A new American Land Title Association (ALTA)
survey was being conducted as well as an environmental survey post-demolition.

Council Member Wiltrout asked and City Manager Stefanov replied roughly 19 of the 49 acres would be for
sports fields. The land could be used for other non-residential purposes in the future.

President Pro Tem Shull thanked city staff and the school board for the partnership. This was a tremendous
opportunity right in the middle of New Albany and close to the school campus. He recognized Discover for being
one of the first businesses in the New Albany business park.

President Pro Tem Shull opened the Public Hearing. Hearing no comments or questions from the public, he closed
the Public Hearing.

Council Member Wiltrout moved to adopt the resolution. Council Member Brisk seconded and council voted
with 4 yes votes to approve Resolution R-27-2025.

RESOLUTION R-28-2025

President Pro Tem Shull read by title A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER
INTO A CONTRACT AGREEMENT AND EXECUTE ALL NECESSARY AGREEMENTS RELATED TO
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A DRONE SHOW AND FIREWORKS FOR THE
SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL CELEBRATION AND TO WAIVE COMPETITIVE BIDDING.

Administrative Services Director Adrienne Joly stated next year the United States would celebrate the
Semiquincentennial. Council had expressed interest in doing something special for the historic celebration. Staff
proposed ideas including a 2-day celebration, partnership with the symphony, the regular celebration, and an
additional finale for fireworks. There was not much time to secure a drone vendor for next year. Staff interviewed
and received quotes from 3 area vendors and priced out different options. Staff was recommending a 500 drone
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show for 12-15 minutes, offering better visibility for a larger audience. Staff recommended Pyrotecnico, the
vendor the city had used for 10+ years on fireworks because the city had a good working relationship with the
company and Pyrotecnico offered the best pricing on a 500-drone show. The price would be $65,000, versus
$90,000 and $112,000 from the other 2 vendors. Pyrotecnico offered bundled pricing for July 4 and Diwali
totaling $100,000 to $131,000 for all celebrations. Director Joly recommended waiving competitive bidding and
contracting early as Pyrotecnico could not obtain more than the 500 drones. The cost was covered in the mid-year
budget appropriation.

Council Member Wiltrout asked and Director Joly answered that 1 quote was over $200,000 for around 800
drones. Pyrotecnico worked with other cities.

Council Member Durik recalled the mid-year budget increase. Because 2026 marked the was 250" anniversary
he wanted more fireworks, not just drones. Director Joly responded staff received quotes for a double finale or a
50% bigger finale option.

Council and staff discussed the duration of the New Albany Chamber of Commerce’s Tree Lighting Ceremony
which show contained 150 drones.

President Pro Tem Shull opened the Public Hearing. Hearing no comments or questions from the public, he closed
the Public Hearing.

Council Member Durik moved to adopt the resolution. President Pro Tem Shull seconded and council voted with
4 yes votes to approve Resolution R-28-2025.

RESOLUTION R-29-2025

President Pro Tem Shull A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL
CONTRACTS RELATED TO THE EMERGENCY REPAIR OF THE BEECH ROAD AND MORSE ROAD
INTERSECTION AND TO WAIVE COMPETITIVE BIDDING.

Public Service Director Ryan Ohly stated this resolution authorized the city manager to execute all contracts
related to the Beech Road/Morse Road intersection’s emergency repair and waived formal competitive bidding.
The authorization would not allow for more than $150,000. Staff anticipated a cost of $125,000 with the additional
amount for contingency. Projects over $100,000 were usually bid, but competitive bidding would add 6-8 weeks
onto the project. Staff requested a waiver to address potential additional pavement deterioration and increased
cost due to delay. The project required a highly qualified contractor with immediate availability. Trucco
Construction was actively working in the city, had equipment already mobilized, and demonstrated delivery under
tight time constraints. The repair work was scheduled with a single weekend closure to minimize disruption. Staff
had reviewed Trucco’s estimate against other comparable competitively bid projects and determined pricing was
appropriate given scope and schedule.

Council Member Durik asked and Director Ohly answered that the city would use concrete which was a better
subbase.

President Pro Tem Shull appreciated the city’s online tracking of roadwork. He asked and Director Ohly replied
that Beech Road was fully improved in 2017. The proposed project area was left unimproved in anticipation of a
roundabout. The city was working with multiple jurisdictions, including Licking County, the City of Pataskala,
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and Jersey Township, to go over a bigger improvement to that intersection. The multijurisdictional aspect
complicated maintenance. A roundabout was still planned eventually in cooperation with the other jurisdictions.

President Pro Tem Shull opened the public hearing.

Law Director Albrecht noted that ordinance could be passed but required a supermajority for waiving competitive
bidding. As council was short of a supermajority by 1 member, the decision was made to table the matter to the
next council meeting.

President Pro Tem Shull moved to postpone Resolution R-29-2025 until the September 2 council meeting.
Council Member Durik seconded and council voted with 4 yes votes to postpone the resolution to the next council
meeting.

COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
Council Member Shull stated the Community Grants Subcommittee would meet on August 22 to review
grant applications.

REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:

A Council Representative to MORPC: City Manager Stefanov reported MORPC received the Auditor
of State Award With Distinction for a clean audit. City Manager Stefanov stated he was asked to
serve another term on the Executive Committee and to chair the Benefits & Compensation
Committee. MORPC informed the board that the state budget did not include funds to continue the
study for a passenger rail initiative, but they were confident of potential future success. MORPC
was asked to serve as the appellate organization for Ohio EPA for the 208 Sanitary Sewer Boundary
Plan and MORPC was in the process of adding staff for that role. MORPC’s 2025 Annual Salary
and Benefits Survey would be available at end of August and 40 communities participated.

B. Council Representative to Joint Park District (JPD): President Pro Tem Shull reported a possible
adjustment of the start date of pickleball league play due to court resurfacing.

C. Council Representative to New Albany-Plain Local Schools (NAPLS): Council Member Wiltrout
reported yesterday was first day of school. They had a great convocation. She attended most open
houses and greeted people.

D. Council Representative to Plain Township: No report.

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS:

A. Mayor: No report.
B. Clerk of Council: Clerk Mason reminded council members to check their city email addresses at least
once every 24 hours. She reported that she would follow up with council about adjusting workshop

dates.

C.  Director Staats stated the July finance report showed 58% of the year complete and included
amendments to appropriations and transfers approved. Income tax revenue increased as a result of
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construction withholding. Expenditures were at 40% of appropriations. She reviewed the Funds
Summary. The top line showed disbursements that did not align with the front page of the report and
included transfers of $17.8 million as approved in the amended budget. However, the city was still
ahead of expenditures. Additional funds would be transferred to the Capital fund yet this year for
land purchases. Director Staats projected activities for the remainder of the year would put the city
back in alignment with this year’s beginning balance. President Pro Tem Shull asked and Director
Staats answered that the year-to-date collection of 70% of the total budget for revenues was accurate,
but the year-to-date expenditure of 40% of expenses only related to operating expenses. The transfer
of funds previously mentioned was not included in the 40%. Director Staats referenced the
investment portion of the report depicting the city’s investment status and activity, and stated interest
was doing well. President Pro Tem Shull asked and Director Staats answered Fund 272 - Local
Fiscal Recovery reflected American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) funds for Intel infrastructure
investment in the business park.

D. City Manager: No report.

E. City Attorney: Law Director Albrecht reported he and Chief Jones had worked on a revised ordinance
regarding e-bikes and electric scooters. He hoped to present it to council in September.

POLL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:
NONE

POLL FOR COUNCIL COMMENT:

President Pro Tem Shull reported being approached by a resident who wanted to place vending machines
at the pickleball courts. The person was willing to pay and manage them, with no risk to city, and had ideas
for reimbursement of fees back to the city. President Pro Tem Shull talked to City Manager Stefanov about
the matter. There was probably room for 2 to 3 different vendors. Electric was available on site. Once
council decided on shade or coverage at the courts, they could consider vending machines. Council Member
Brisk expressed concern regarding a machine’s ability to remain outside in Ohio’s winter. Council Member
Durik wasn’t against vending machines. He asked whether there should be a bidding process. President Pro
Tem Shull stated someone also approached him about putting pickleball-related items in a vending machine.
Vending machines could be part of the budget discussion. Council Member Wiltrout agreed she would be
worried about putting a machine out in Ohio weather, but would consider it if there was shelter.

OTHER BUSINESS:
NONE

ADJOURNMENT:
With no further comments and all scheduled matters attended to, President Pro Tem Shull moved and
Council Member Durik seconded to adjourn the August 5, 2025 regular council meeting at 7:23pm.

ATTEST:
Jennifer H."Mason, Clerk of Council ~ Sloan T. Spalding, Mayor——————  Date



