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Architectural Review Board Staff Report 

October 13, 2025 Meeting 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  
NEW ALBANY POLICE STATION BUILDING ADDITION 

 

 
LOCATION:  50 W Village Hall Road (PID: 222-003477)  
APPLICANT: City of New Albany c/o Horne and King 
REQUEST:  Certificate of Appropriateness 
ZONING:   Urban Center District within the Village Core and Traditional Commercial 

Building Typology 
STRATEGIC PLAN: Village Center 
APPLICATION: ARB-66-2025 
  
Review based on: Application materials received on September 10 and September 30, 2025.  

Staff report prepared by Jay Henderson, Planner I. 
 
I. REQUEST AND BACKGROUND 

This certificate of appropriateness application is for a proposed 5,750 sq. ft. building addition to the New 
Albany police station, located at 50 W Village Hall Road. The additions are being developed in 
association with the improvements of Rose Run II. The objectives for these improvements include 
additional offices, conference rooms, relocation of the storm shelter, and removal of the defense tactics 
area. In addition to the police station improvements, the overall site includes the restoration of the Rose 
Run stream corridor, celebration of veterans through a new memorial, and the provision of additional 
public parking. The master plan for this civic block is included in the meeting packet for your reference.  
 
Per Section 1157.07(b), any major environmental change to a property located within the Village Center 
requires a certificate of appropriateness to be issued by the Architectural Review Board. The proposed 
police station addition classifies as a major environmental change; therefore, ARB review and approval is 
required. All other proposed improvements as part of the Rose Run II project that are mentioned above are 
classified as minor changes, which do not require ARB review.  
 
The site is located within the Urban Center Code Village Core sub-districts and the 1998 NACO C-PUD 
Subarea 4B: NE Market Street zoning district. Per Codified Ordinance 1158.03(c), properties within the 
Architectural Review Overlay District that are zoned PUD before Chapter 1158 of the city code was 
adopted in 2011 are permitted to either develop under the requirements of the underlying PUD zoning or 
the Urban Center Code. The applicant has elected to develop under the Urban Center Code; therefore, the 
requirements of the Urban Center Code, the New Albany Design Guidelines and Requirements , and the 
city code apply to this site.  
 
There is related certificate of appropriateness on October 13, 2025, meeting agenda to add a pavilion and 
new building typology to the Urban Center Code for the Rose Run II site. This application is evaluated 
under separate staff reports (ARB-76-2025 & ARB-81-2025). The report for this application evaluates the 
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police station additions based on the Urban Center code for the Traditional Commercial building 
typology.  
 
II. SITE DESCRIPTION & USE  

The development site is located at 50 W Village Hall Road. It consists of two accessory structures 
(garages) and the police station building, in addition to surface parking on the north and west sides of the 
property. The ARB reviewed and approved a COA for demolition of the police station garages during 
their meeting on January 9, 2023 (ARB-148-2022). However, as shown on the site plan, these garages 
will remain on site with the additions.  
 

III. EVALUATION 
The ARB’s review is pursuant to C.O. Section 1157.06 (Architectural Review Overlay District). No 
environmental change shall be made to any property within the city of New Albany until a Certificate of 
Appropriateness has been properly applied for and issued by staff or the Board. Per Section 1157.09 
Design Appropriateness, the building and site should be evaluated on these criteria: 

 
A. Certificate of Appropriateness 

1. The compliance of the application with the Design Guidelines and Requirements and Codified 
Ordinances.  
▪ The applicant proposes to construct additions to the New Albany Police Station. The 

additions will include offices, a conference room, and a storm shelter. 
▪ Section 8 of the New Albany Design Guidelines and Requirements (DGRs) provides the 

requirements for all civic and institutional buildings in New Albany. Section 8 (III)(2) states 
that the selection of architectural style shall be appropriate to the context, location, and 
function of the building. The style should be based on traditional practice in American 
architecture and as illustrated in the Design Principles and the “American Architec tural 
Precedent” section. In general, high-style designs with grander scale are appropriate for major 
structures such as government buildings, schools, and churches, while less ornate and 
smaller-scaled styles are appropriate for buildings such as police and fire stations.  

o The city architect reviewed the proposal and is supportive of the overall design. 
Composite siding (Hardie material) is used on the walls of the addition above the 
brick base. Even though painted siding isn’t found on the existing building, it is 
historically considered a complementary exterior material to brick when used on a 
secondary form, according to the city architect. The use of siding on the addition, 
in this case, preserves the architectural integrity of the existing building.  If the 
brick were to clad the entirety of the new work, it would compete with the existing 
main form, throwing off the overall composition. 

▪ DGR Section 8(III)(3) states that the entrances to civic and institutional buildings shall be 
oriented toward primary streets and roads and shall be of a distinctive character that makes 
them easy to locate. Entrances shall be scaled and detailed to match the scale and detail of 
interior public spaces.  

o The existing building fronts onto Village Hall Road, where the main entrance is 
oriented. There are no proposed changes to the existing entrances of the building; 
therefore, this requirement is met. 

▪ DGR Section 8(III)(4) states that Civic and institutional designs shall follow the precedents of 
traditional American architectural designs, with particular care paid to the proportions of wall 
height to width; roof shape; and proportions of windows and doors, including vertically 
proportioned window panes. The details and design characteristics of the traditional style 
selected for a new building shall be carefully studied and faithfully rendered in the new 
building’s design.  

o The city architect reviewed the proposal and stated that historically, when new 
work is added to an existing substantially scaled building, it benefits the 
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architecture to preserve the integrity of the primary building mass. The proposed 
design achieves this DGR requirement by hierarchically treating the addition as a 
dependency/second in nature with its shape and proportions.  

▪ The applicant identifies the following exterior materials on the proposed plans: 
o Composite siding (painted) 
o Brick water table (match existing) 
o Face brick (match existing) 
o Asphalt roof shingles 
o Window trim (painted)  
o Fypon crown (match existing) 
o Engaged column (painted) 

 
2. The visual and functional components of the building and its site, including but not limited to 

landscape design and plant materials, lighting, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, and 
signage. 
 
Landscape 

▪ The Urban Center Code standards for this building typology require all street and side yards, 
where present, to be landscaped with trees, shrubs, grass, ground cover, and other plant 
materials. All landscape requirements for this project will be installed as part of the overall 
Rose Run II improvement project. More information will be provided with future submittals 
as part of the permit review process. During this process, city staff will ensure that all 
landscaping requirements found in city code section 1171 and the Urban Center Code are 
met.   

 
Lighting 

▪ A detailed lighting plan was not submitted for review and shall be provided for staff review 
during the permitting process.   

 

Parking and Circulation 
▪ As proposed, the building is accessed via two existing curb cuts, one along Village Hall Road 

and one on South High Street. 
▪ As part of the development of Rose Run II, parking between Village Hall and the police 

station will be revamped as shown in the image below. This will provide sufficient parking 
for the entire block on which it is located. This includes the development of the Veterans 
Memorial, as well as potential future office, retail, or restaurant uses along the corridor. The 
Engage New Albany strategic plan recommends consideration of providing more regional 
parking solutions within the Village Center. As per the city’s demand model, for the Rose 
Run II improvements, 160 spaces are needed, and a total of 171 are provided. 
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▪ There will be no changes to the existing sidewalk surrounding the police station. With the 
improvements associated with Rose Run II, connections will be provided into Village Hall 
and the police station, with the existing pedestrian infrastructure along Village Hall Road and 
South High Street.  

▪ Per Urban Center Code Section 5.30.3, one bicycle parking space is required to be provided 
on site based on the number of off-street parking spaces. To meet this requirement, 6 bicycle 
parking spaces will be provided throughout the site with 5 bike racks per location.  
 

Streetscape 

▪ As proposed, there are no modifications to the existing, established streetscape for both South 
High Street and Village Hall Road.   

 
Signage 

▪ No signage was submitted for review. All new signage will be subject to ARB review and 
approval when submitted in the future.  

 
3. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, site and/or its 

environment shall not be destroyed.  
▪ The site is currently occupied by the police station building. The city architect states that the 

proposed additions complement the existing building and preserve the architectural integrity. 
 

4. All buildings, structures and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time.  
▪ The proposed additions are new construction and are appropriately designed. 

 
5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a building, 

structure or site shall be created with sensitivity. 
▪  The city architect states that the shape, proportion, and breakdown of architectural elements are 

appropriate for the proposed architectural style and complement the existing building.  
 

6. The surface cleaning of masonry structures shall be undertaken with methods designed to 
minimize damage to historic building materials.  
▪ Not applicable. 
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7. Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a manner that 
if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 
of the original structure would be unimpaired. 
▪ Not applicable.  

 

B.  Urban Center Code Compliance 
 
The proposed building additions are evaluated using the table below against the development standards 
for the Traditional Commercial building typology of the Urban Center Code: 
 

 Minimum Maximum Proposed 

Lot Area no min no max 3.44 ac [meets code] 
Lot Width – S. High 
Street 
Lot Width - Village Hall 
Road 

no min 
no min 

200’ 
200’ 

310’ [meets code]* 
634’ [meets code]* 

Lot Coverage no min 100% 16.8% [meets code] 
Street Yard/Front Yard 0’ 20’ 10’ [meets code] 

Side Yard 0’ 20’ 8’ [meets code] 
Rear Yard 15’ no max 175’ [meets code] 

Building Width – S. 
High Street 
Building Width – 
Village Hall Road 

80% 
 
80% 

100% 
 
100% 

29.1% [meets code]* 
 
45.1% [meets code]* 

Stories 2 3 2 [meets code] 
Building Height no min 55’ 39.5’ [meets code] 

 
*Existing non-conforming dimensions. 
 
IV. SUMMARY 
The Architectural Review Board should evaluate the overall proposal based on the requirements in the 
Design Guidelines and Requirements, Urban Center Code, and city codified ordinances. The proposed 
building is appropriately scaled and positioned on the site, and the additions have been designed to be 
sensitive to the existing building. 
 
The overall proposal of the police station additions fits the existing building architecturally and maintains 
the quality of architecture throughout the Village Center. With the overall Rose Run II improvements, the 
expanded public parking will provide needed parking for the Village Center as a whole, as recommended 
in the Engage New Albany Strategic Plan. The New Abany Design Guidelines and Requirements explain 
that when additions are added to existing buildings, similar design elements shall be used . However, 
when reviewing best practices, the city architect states that it is appropriate to distinguish between the 
existing architecture versus the new building additions to sustain the integrity, massing, and scale of the 
existing building, which is accomplished with this proposal. Additionally, the proposed building utilizes 
high-quality building materials, accomplishing important goals of the New Albany Design Guidelines and 
Requirements. The Engage New Albany Strategic Plan, Design Guidelines and Requirements, and many 
other city planning documents state the importance of the preservation and enhancement of natural 
resources in the community. The civic improvements create additional public parking for the block in 
addition to the Rose Run II improvements, which contribute to the overall preservation and enhancement 
of the Rose Run stream corridor and will be important amenities for the entire community.  
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V. ACTION 

Should the ARB find that the application has sufficient basis for approval, the following motion would be 
appropriate (conditions of approval may be added): 
 

Move to approve application ARB-66-2025.  
 

Approximate Site Location: 

 
Source: NearMap 
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ROOF PLAN

A130
1/8" = 1'-0"3 ROOF PLAN

N

6" = 1'-0"
GUTTER PROFILE

6" = 1'-0"
DOWNSPOUT PROFILE
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ROOF OVERFLOW 
COW'S TONGUE

A A A

ROOF OVERFLOW 
COW'S TONGUE
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EXTERIOR FINISH SELECTIONS:
BASIS OF DESIGN:

04 21 13 |BRICK: MATCH EXISTING

CAST STONE: MATCH EXISTING

SOFFIT: MATCH EXISTING

07 42 13 | EXTERIOR CEILING: MATCH EXISTING

07 62 00 | METAL PARAPET COPING: MATCH EXISTING

07 62 00 | GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS: MATCH EXISTING

08 54 13 |WINDOWS: MATCH EXISTING

08 54 13 | ENTRY DOOR: MATCH EXISTING

BRICK WATER TABLE

FACE BRICK

ASPHALT ROOF SHINGLES

FYPON CROWN

PAINTED TRIM

PAINTED ENGAGED COLUMN

PAINTED WINDOW TRIM

PAINTED TRIM

ASPHALT ROOF SHINGLES

FIXED WINDOWS WITH 
CLEAR GLASS
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SD SET: 05/30/2025

NACO SET: 07/21/2025

NACO SET: 08/22/2025

NACO & ARB SET: 09/10/2025

ARB REVISION: 09/25/2025
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EXTERIOR
ELEVATIONS

A200

1/8" = 1'-0"1 SOUTH ELEVATION

1/8" = 1'-0"2 EAST ELEVATION

1/4" = 1'-0"3 SOUTH ELEVATION - DETAIL
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EXTERIOR FINISH SELECTIONS:
BASIS OF DESIGN:

04 21 13 |BRICK: MATCH EXISTING

CAST STONE: MATCH EXISTING

SOFFIT: MATCH EXISTING

07 42 13 | EXTERIOR CEILING: MATCH EXISTING

07 62 00 | METAL PARAPET COPING: MATCH EXISTING

07 62 00 | GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS: MATCH EXISTING

08 54 13 |WINDOWS: MATCH EXISTING

08 54 13 | ENTRY DOOR: MATCH EXISTING
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EXTERIOR
ELEVATIONS

A201

1/8" = 1'-0"1 NORTH ELEVATION

1/8" = 1'-0"2 WEST ELEVATION
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Phone: 614.775.4500   

Toll Free: 888.775.3648 emht.com

PRELIMINARY..........................

PLAN SET DATE

NOT TO BE USED FOR
CONSTRUCTION

August 21, 2025

GRAPHIC SCALE
0

1 inch = 20 feet

4010 20

NOTES:
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