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New Albany Sustainability Advisory Board 

October 8, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

 

I. Call to Order 

The New Albany Sustainability Advisory Board held a regular meeting on October 8, 2025 at the 

New Albany Village Hall. Mr. Schumacher called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and asked to 

hear the roll. 

 

II. Roll Call: Those answering roll call: 

Mr. Schumacher  present 

 Mr. Barnes   present 

 Ms. Gallo   absent 

Ms. Scott   present 

Mr. Kocian   present 

Ms. Kopelman   present 

Ms. Lopez   present 

 Council Member Fellows present 

 Student Representative Griffith present 

Staff members present: Director of Administrative Services, Adrienne Joly     

 

III. Action of Minutes:  

Mr. Schumacher moved to approve the September 10, 2025 minutes. Seconded by Mr. Barnes and 

the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 6 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 abstention to approve 

the minutes.  

 

IV. Additions or Corrections to Agenda: NONE 

 

V. Hearing of Visitors for Items Not on Tonight’s Agenda: Mr. Schumacher asked whether there 

were any visitors present who wished to address the board for an item not on tonight’s agenda.  

i. Mr. Lawrence Cohen, 5684 Sugarwood Drive: 

• One fast charger at Heit Center 

• Suggested that the city consider having Community Development install EV Chargers 

• Council Member Fellows stated he doesn’t disagree and that it is something to consider. 

Perhaps there could be a study of how many should be in a city this size and possible 

locations. 

• City Staff is to check into EWCOS program to see if projects get points for installing EV 

charges. 

• Ms. Lopex stated there was a Tiger Talk presentation about EV charges. 

Seeing no one further, Mr. Schumacher closed the Hearing of Visitors.  

 

VI. Business: 

i. Pocket Prairies Update: 

• All initial prep/invasive species management is complete at both Planters Grove 

and Taylor Farm. 

• Mad Scientist Associates to attend November SAB meeting to provide update to 

the Board. 

• Mad Scientist Associates will provide city staff with an updated proposal for the 

Public Service Department to open a new PO for an additional $11,000. 

• Mr. Schumacher asked for an update on replacing the temporary signs that are 

missing. Staff will look into the matter.  
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ii. 2026 Work Plan and Budget – Modification Approval: 

• The Board approved the proposed 2026 SAB Work Plan and Budget at the last 

meeting. Since then, the work plan and budget have been updated. 

• The Service Department has funds in their 2025 Contract Services budget to 

cover the extra $11,000 for Taylor Farm pocket prairies. City staff thought this 

made sense since the pocket prairies will be transferred to the Service 

Department to manage the ongoing maintenance after the installation is 

complete. Given this, staff removed the $11,000 from the proposed 2026 Budget 

& Work Plan. However, Cody from Mad Scientist Associates will still attend the 

November meeting to give an update to the Board. 

• One thing added to the proposed budget and work plan is a line item for a 

membership to the Ohio Organics Council and for all Board members to attend 

their annual conference next year. This proposed budget item is $800. 

• Staff asked the Board to vote on the amended work plan and budget. 

Mr. Kocian moved to approve the updated/proposed 2026 Sab Work Plan and Budget. Seconded 

by Ms. Kopelman and the Sustainability Advisory Board voted with 6 yes votes, 0 no votes, and 0 

abstention to approve the updated/proposed 2026 SAB Work Plan and Budget.  

 

iii. Pilot Curbside Food Waste: 

• Week 4 pickup to happen on October 9th, 45 registered households and last two 

weeks have had zero issues in the report provided by the Compost Exchange. 

• The Board suggested to try to market/promote the program more this holiday 

season since there is more food waste at that time. Perhaps it could include 

positive comments from households that are participating. 

 

VII. Other Business:  

i. MORPC Summit on Sustainability – Board members that attended the conference 

reported out to the group 

ii. Streamside Landowners Mailer – FSWCD mailed first round of mailers to residents along 

Rose Run. Next round could be mailed to larger landscape companies that perform work 

in New Albany. 

iii. Sustainability webpage on the city’s website is underway. 

iv. Annual Pumpkin Collection - typically runs October 31 – December 1st. Currently 

figuring out logistics with potential closure to the Public Service Department driveway. 

• The Board brainstormed alternative locations: Taylor Farn, Village Hall, 

Adaptive Sports Site 

 

VIII. Poll Members for Comment:  

i. Council Member Fellows asked about evaluation of streams and stated he has noticed 

Sugar Run having trash in it.  

ii. Mr. Schumacher asked about the frequency of evaluations FSWCD does on stormwater 

and if the information is in their reports. 

iii. Ms. Scott stated Swickard Woods needs some TLC. The Arboretum signage is in 

disrepair, and the paths are in bad shape.  

 

IX. Adjournment: Having no further business, Mr. Schumacher moved to adjourn the meeting at 

7:30p.m. Without objection, the October 8, 2025 New Albany Sustainability Board Meeting was 

adjourned. 


