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Architectural Review Board Staff Report 
July 13, 2026 Meeting 

  
 

CIMARRON SIGNAGE  
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

 
 
LOCATION:  110 and 114 East Main Street 
APPLICANT: Morrison Sign c/o Shaun White 
REQUEST:  Certificate of Appropriateness 
ZONING:   New Albany Exchange I-PUD, developed under the Urban Center Code 

requirements 
STRATEGIC PLAN:  Village Center 
APPLICATION: ARB-45-2026  
 
Review based on: Application materials received June 10, 2026.  
Staff report prepared by Kylie Blackburn, Planner 
 
I. REQUEST AND BACKGROUND 
The applicant requests review of a certificate of appropriateness to allow two hanging signs and a 
wall plaque to be installed at the New Albany Exchange for Cimarron Aesthetics. Two proposed 
hanging signs will be located on the Main Street elevation. The plaque sign will be installed at the 
rear entrance facing the parking lot.   
 
Per Section 1157.07(b), any major environmental change to a property located within the Village 
Center requires a certificate of appropriateness issued by the Architectural Review Board.  In 
considering this request for new signage in the Village Center, the Architectural Review Board is 
directed to evaluate the application based on the criteria in Chapter 1157 and Chapter 1169.  
 
II. SITE DESCRIPTION & USE  
The property is zoned I-PUD (Infill Planned Unit Development) under the New Albany Exchange 
zoning text but was developed under the Urban Center Code requirements. The zoning text also 
has their own sign regulations to match those existing within the zoning text, these standards have 
been used to evaluate the proposed signs. The site contains the mixed-use New Albany Exchange 
Development, which is located within the Village Center district on the west side of E. Main 
Street. This location was previously the Resource Settlement Services and Julian & Associates. 
 
III. EVALUATION 
A. Certificate of Appropriateness 
The ARB’s review is pursuant to C.O. Section 1157.06. No environmental change shall be made 
to any property within the Village of New Albany until a Certificate of Appropriateness has been 
properly applied for and issued by staff or the Board. Per Section 1157.07 Design 
Appropriateness, the modifications to the building and site should be evaluated on these criteria: 
 

1. The compliance of the application with the Design Guidelines and Requirements and 
Codified Ordinances.  
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 Per the city's sign code chapter 1169.14(a), each building or structure in the 
Village Core sub-district shall be allowed three sign types. Hanging and plaque 
signs are permitted sign types within the Village Core sub-district. 

 The applicant has submitted two sign types for the ARB to consider. Each option 
is evaluated below. 
 

Cimarron Hanging Sign (2) 
 New Albany Exchange’s zoning text and associated sign plan, Section 4c.06, 

allow one primary hanging sign per building facade. C.O. Section 1169.16(d) of 
the sign code and the Exchange’s sign plan require a sign relief of 1 inch. 

  The applicant proposes two hanging signs, one over each front entrance with the 
following dimensions:  

a) Sign Dimensions: 13’ x 19.5” [meets code].  
b) Locations: One sign [location meets code]. 
c) Lighting: Externally illuminated with existing gooseneck fixtures [meets 

code]. 
d) Material: Aluminum [meets code]. 
e) Colors: Crème letters, purple background, and black frame (total of three) 

[meets code]. 
f) Relief: 1.5 inches [meets code].  

 One of the proposed hanging signs will read “Cimarron”, and the logo is the “C” 
and the other will read “Aesthetics”.  

 The signs appear to be appropriately scaled to the storefront’s size they hang 
over. 

 
 
 
 
Cimarron Plaque Sign 

 New Albany Exchange’s associated sign plan allows a plaque sign to be mounted 
adjacent to the business entrance. C.O. Section 1169.16(d) of the sign code 
requires a sign relief of 1 inch. 

  The applicant proposes one plaque sign with the following dimensions:  
a) Sign Area: 13 in x 10 in (including frame) 0.90 square feet [meets code].  
b) Location: Proposed at the back door facing the parking lot adjacent to the 

business entrance [location meets code]. 
c) Lighting: Externally illuminated with existing gooseneck fixture [meets 

code]. 
d) Lettering Height: 5.39” [meets code]. 
e) Colors: Crème letters, purple background, and black frame (total of three) 

[meets code]. 
 The proposed signs will read “Cimarron Aesthetics 110 E Main Street” with the 

logo above the lettering and will be located adjacent to the rear entrance. 
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2. The visual and functional components of the building and its site, including but not 
limited to landscape design and plant materials, lighting, vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation, and signage. 
 The signs appear to be appropriately located on the building. Similar hanging and 

plaque signs have been previously approved by the Architecture Review Board 
within the New Albany Exchange area and are pedestrian-scaled and provide more 
visual interest along the Main Street. The proposed hanging signs are located 
symmetrically to the storefront entrance and the existing gooseneck light fixtures. 
The proposed plaque sign is the same design as others on the rear of the New Albany 
Exchange buildings.  

 
 

3. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, site and/or its 
environment shall not be destroyed.  
 The signs are positioned in a suitable location and do not block any architectural 

features.  
 

4. All buildings, structures and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time.  
 The building is a product of its own time and should utilize signs appropriate to its 

scale and style while considering its surroundings. The proposed signs appear to 
match the style of the building.  
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5. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a 
building, structure or site shall be created with sensitivity. 
 Not Applicable 

 
6. The surface cleaning of masonry structures shall be undertaken with methods designed to 

minimize damage to historic building materials.  
 Not Applicable  

 
7. Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a 

manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the original structure would be unimpaired. 
 Not Applicable  

 
IV. SUMMARY 
The proposed signs appear appropriately located and sized to fit within the design of the existing 
storefront tenant space entrance on the Main Street elevation of the building. The proposed signs 
accomplish the context and compatibility requirements of the city sign code and are consistent 
with sign designs used in the New Albany Exchange. The new hanging signs will be similar in 
size to the existing signs within the zoning text and meet the required size. The signs do not block 
views in or out of the building and help ensure that the tenant space is easily identifiable to 
pedestrians, improving mobility in the Village Center, which is an important goal of the Engage 
New Albany Strategic Plan for the Village Center. 
 
V. ACTION 
Should the Architectural Review Board find sufficient basis for approval, the following motions 
would be appropriate. 
 
Suggested Motion for ARB-45-2026:  
Move to approve Certificate of Appropriateness application ARB-45-2026 (conditions may be 
added).  
 
Approximate Site Location: 

 
Source: Near Map 










