
EXISTING RIGHT-OF-WAY IN CEDAR BROOK
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Driveways 
Because a portion of residential driveways 
fall within city R/W, you need city approval 
before building a new driveway or changing 
where it meets the street. If the city ever 
works on the street, the portion of the 
driveway within the R/W may be dug up and 
replaced after improvements like sidewalks, 
curbs, or leisure trails have been built.

Pavement 
This is the drivable surface of the street, extending from 
one side to the other and divided by the centerline. The city 
owns and maintains the street, including regular paving, 
repairs, snow removal, and pavement markings. Cedar Brook 
roads are uncurbed, meaning stormwater is not collected 
by a gutter and underground storm sewer. Instead, it sheds 
naturally off the edge of the pavement and drains into the 
roadside swales and ditches that run alongside the road.

Tree Lawn
This is the landscaped strip between the 
edge of pavement and the right-of-way 
line. Residents are generally expected to 
mow and maintain it, and also responsible 
for keeping the sidewalk, curb, and gutter 
in good repair and clear of snow, ice, and 
debris. Because this area remains public 
land, certain activities require city approval 
first, like repairing or replacing a sidewalk, 
planting large trees or shrubs, or installing a 
fence, wall, or other permanent feature. This 
strip also contains drainage swales, which 
are shallow channels that carry stormwater 
away from the roadway; these should not 
be filled or regraded without approval, 
as doing so may cause flooding on your 
property or a neighbor’s. Buried utilities 
may also be present here, so it is essential to 
have lines located before any digging.

What is right-of-way and how does it impact your property?

A right-of-way (R/W) is a legally defined corridor of land, dedicated to public use, that the city holds for the purpose of providing and maintaining a street and its supporting infrastructure. In practical terms, it’s a 
strip of land along the street that the city controls, and it is typically wider than just the street pavement. The image below is an aerial view of Doran Drive, which has a 60-foot right-of-way width, running from one 
side to the other, and it usually extends past the pavement to include some land on either side. In New Albany, right-of-way areas generally include the roadway, tree lawns, sidewalks, bike lanes, street trees, and 
street lights, and it also carries utilities like storm and sanitary sewers, water lines, electric, gas, and cable.
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